2004 Scripps National Spelling Bee Consolidated Word List: Words Appearing Frequently

aardwolf

n

/'ardwulf /

Afrikaans

a striped hyenalike mammal of
southern and eastern Africa that
feeds chiefly on carrion and insects.
Termites are the favorite food of
the aardwolf.

abacus

n

/ 'abdkas /

Gk>L

a calculating instrument for
performing arithmetical processes
by sliding counters by hand on rods
or in grooves.

The grocer used an abacus instead
of a modern cash register.

abalienation

abalone

n

/ aba'lone /

Sp

a gastropod mollusk that clings to
rocks tenaciously with a broad
muscular foot.

At the beach, Marta made a
necklace from the shell of an
abalone.

abandonment

abattoir

n

/ 'abditwir /

F

slaughterhouse.

At the end of the day the battlefield
at Hastings looked like an abattoir.

abbot
abbreviate
abbreviation

abdicate

v

/ 'abdakat /

L

relinquish formally, renounce.

The crown prince will abdicate his
throne so that his brother may rule.

abdomen

n

/ '‘abdomon /

L>F

region of an insect’s body.

The three main body parts of an
insect are the head, the thorax, and
the abdomen.

abdominal
abecedarium

abecedarius

n

/ abe(,)se'da(a)reas /

L

a poem in which the lines or
stanzas begin with the letters of the
alphabet in regular order.

Geolffrey Chaucer wrote a famous
abecedarius.

aberrant

aberration

n

/ :aba'rashon /

L

deviation from the natural state or
from a normal type.

Jane’s outburst at the meeting was
a shocking behavior aberration, for
her manner is usually so reserved.

abeyance

n

/ o'baan(t)s /

L >F + Ecf

[has homonym: obeyance]
cessation or suspension (as of a
customary practice).

Use of the swimming pool was put
in abeyance until a new lifeguard
could be hired.

abhor
abhorrence

abidance

n

/ a'bid’n(t)s /

E

compliance.

Abidance with the golden rule
helps one have a happy life.

ability
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abiogenist
abjuration

ablution

n

/ o'bliishen /

L

the washing of one’s body or part
of it as a religious rite.

A common example of ablution in
Judaism is washing the hands
before a meal that includes bread.

abolition

abominable

adj

/ o'bdm(a)nabal /

L>F>E

worthy of or causing loathing or
hatred.

Charlie’s abominable pretense of
being attracted to Jane was the
result of a dare by his friends.

aborigine

n

/ aba'rija(,)ne /

L

[Note: Could be confused with
aborigen.] one of the native people
especially as contrasted with an
invading or colonizing people.
Cathy Freeman, an Australian
aborigine, carried the flame into
the Olympic stadium.

abracadabra

n

/ \abroko'dabra /

L

confused or unintelligible language
: nonsense.

Despite the abracadabra in the
poem “Jabberwocky,” its message
is rather clear.

abrasion

n

/ 9'brazhen /

L

wearing, grinding, or rubbing away
by friction.

Moving glaciers caused abrasion
on Earth’s surface.

abrasive
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abrogated

abruptly

adv

/ 9'brop(t)le /

L

in a manner that produces the effect
of a sudden ending.

George’s mom stopped abruptly at
the door of his room when she saw
his pet python on the floor.

abscess

abscissa

n

/ ab'sisa /

L

the horizontal coordinate of a point
in a plane Cartesian coordinate
system obtained by measuring
parallel to the x-axis.

Bill was asked to mark the point on
the graph at which the abscissa is 4
and the ordinate is 7.

abscond
abscondence

abseil

n

/'dpizil /

G

descent in mountaineering by
means of a rope looped over a
projection above.

In her wilderness survival class,
Elisa learned how to perform an
abseil without losing control.

absence

abstemious

adj

/ abz'temeaes /

L

sparing in eating and drinking.
Evelyn is abstemious by nature and
never orders dessert.

abstention

n

/ abz'tenchen /

L

withholding of a vote.

Helga resented her senator’s
abstention on the crime bill.

abstinence
abstractive

abstruse

adj

/ abz'triis /

L

[has obsolete variant with similar
pronunciation: obstruse] difficult
to comprehend or understand.
Mr. Thompson’s abstruse
calculations covered the
blackboard.

absurdity
abundance

abysmal

adj

/ o'bizmal /

Gk>L>E

having the characteristics of an
abyss : bottomless.

Ahmet jumped his motorcycle over
the abysmal gorge.

abysmally

acacia

n

/ o'kasha /

Gk>L

any plant of the genus of woody
plants of warm regions having
pinnate leaves and white or yellow
flower clusters.

Giraffes have specialized teeth that
help them comb leaves from the
spiny branches of the acacia.

academia

n

/ ako'demya /

Gk>L

life and interests associated with a
school especially of higher
learning.

Robert prefers academia to the
business world.

Page 2 of 349

academic

adj

/ ako'demik /

Gk>L>F

relating to a school, especially an
institution of higher education.
Claudia postponed her academic
pursuits after learning of her
father’s serious illness.

acarology
accede

accelerate

v

/ ik'selarat /

L

add to the speed of or quicken the
motion of.

To qualify for the finals, the jogger
had to accelerate his pace.

accelerator
accentuator
acceptance

accessible

adj

/ ik'sesabal /

L

capable of being reached or easily
approached.

Wilbur made sure his restaurant
was accessible to those in
wheelchairs.

accession

n

/ ik'seshon /

L>F

the act of attaining or coming to
high office or a position of honor or
power.

The best seller chronicled the
accession of the new prince.

accessorial

accidental
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accipiter

n

/ ak'sipada(r) /

L

any hawk of the genus Accipiter (as
the Cooper’s hawk, sharp-shinned
hawk, goshawk).

Calvin spotted an accipiter darting
among the trees.

acclimatization

n

/ aklimodé'zashon /

L >F + Ecff

the process of adapting to a new
temperature, altitude, environment,
or situation.

The wild fern’s acclimatization to
Mprs. Bennett’s rock garden amazed
her.

acclivity

n

/ o'klivade /

L

an ascending slope (as of a hill).
The biker hoped that a downhill
stretch would soon follow what
seemed to be an endless acclivity.

accolade

n

/ 'akalad /

L>F

a bestowal of praise.

Martin received one accolade after
another at the awards banquet.

accommodable

accommodate

v

/ o'’kdma.dat /

L

provide with lodgings.

Leah begged the hotel clerk to
accommodate her for just one more
night.

accomplice

n

/ o'kdmplas /

L>F>E

one that participates with another in
a crime either as principal or
accessory.

The juvenile was convicted as an
accomplice in the robbery.

accordionist
accreditation

accrescent

adj

/ o'kres°nt /

L

growing continuously; specifically

: growing larger after flowering.
After its flower had fallen away, the
plant’s accrescent calyx became
noticeably larger.

accrual
accrue

accrued

v

/ o'kriid /

L>F>E

came by way of increase or
addition.

Helen argued that many
advantages have accrued to society
from the freedom of the press.

accumulate

v

/ o'kytimyalat /

L

heap up in a mass : pile up.

The weather forecaster said that as
much as two feet of snow might
accumulate overnight.

accurate

adj

/ 'akyordt /

L

correct, exact, precise.

The detective prided himself on
making accurate reports of crime
scenes.

accusatory

acerbity

n

/ 9'serbade /

L

acidity of temper or tone :
astringency or sharpness of
manner.

Rosemary remarked with acerbity
that her son’s chores hadn’t been
done in days.
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acescent

adj

/a'ses’nt /

L

turning sour or tending to turn sour.
Natalie spit out the acescent milk.

acetate

acetylene

n

/ 9'sed’ldn /

L + Gk + Gk

a colorless gaseous hydrocarbon
that is explosive when compressed
but safe if diluted with nitrogen or
acetone.

The welder ran out of acetylene
while cutting through the ship’s
hull.

achondrite

n

/ akdndrit /

Gk

a stony meteorite devoid of the
granular structures known as
chondrules.

The claim that the achondrite
originated from the moon was
based on compositional matches of
lunar rocks obtained by the Apollo
missions.

achromatism

acicular

adj

/ o'sikyalor /

L + Ecf

like a needle in shape : slender and
pointed.

Under the microscope, the crystals
appear as single acicular
structures.

acknowledge
acknowledging

acme
n

/ 'akme /

Gk

the highest point or stage (as of
growth or development).

Many of her fans think Barbra
Streisand is at the acme of the
music profession.
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acolyte

n

/ 'akalit /

Gk>L>F>E

one who attends or assists :
follower.

Not one acolyte remained after the
cult leader’s fall from grace.

acorn
acoustician

acoustics

n pl

/ o'kiistiks /

Gk

the aggregate of qualities (as
absence of echo or reverberation)
of an enclosure (as an auditorium)
or other area that affects
production, control, transmission,

reception, and perception of sound.

As a result of the renovation, the
acoustics of the concert hall have
improved dramatically.

acquaintance

n

/ o'kwant’n(t)s /

F>E

familiarity, experience.

Ruth developed an acquaintance
with Tibetan musical tradition.

acquiesce
acquiescence

acquittal

n

/ o'kwid?l/

L+L>F

[Note: The definition provided is
not the one most commonly
associated with this word.] release
or discharge from debt or other
liability.

Mpr. Churchill was deeply involved
in the game and was too much
indebted to it for his acquittal.

acre

n

/'aka(r) /

E

any of various units of land area.
Miriam had to cross a 10-acre field
to get to her favorite swimming
hole.

acrid

adj

/ 'akrad /

L

unpleasantly sharp or strong to the
taste or to the smell.

The acrid sulfur fumes made
Gustavo’s eyes water.

acrimonious

adj

/ \akra'mongas /

L>F

caustic, biting, or rancorous,
especially in feeling, language, or
manner : bitter.

It was obvious that Marjorie’s
comments were acrimonious and
complaining.

acrobat

n

/ ‘akrabat /

Gk>F

one who performs gymnastic feats
or exercises.

Paul is developing the skills of a
first-rate acrobat.

acronym
n

/ 'akromim /

Gk + Gk

a word formed from the initial
letter or letters of each of the
successive parts or major parts of a
compound term.

The word radar is an acronym of
radio detection and ranging.

acropolis
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acrostic

n

/ o'krostik /

Gk

a composition usually in verse in
which one or more sets of letters
when taken in order form a word, a
connected group of words, or the
regular sequence of the letters of
the alphabet.

Mrs. Taylor was not at all pleased
with the acrostic her students made
using her name.

acrylic

actinic

adj

/ ak'tinik /

Gk >L + Ecf

having photochemical properties or
effects.

The stars emit actinic rays as well
as light and heat.

actuary

n

/ 'akchawere /

L

one trained in mathematics and
statistics whose business it is to
calculate insurance and annuity
premiums, reserves, and dividends.
An actuary uses such factors as age
and health status to determine a
person’s life insurance premiums.

acuate

adj

/'akyawat /

L

having a sharp point : shaped like a
needle : sharpened.

Cobb’s beagle was distinctive
because of its acuate tail.

aculeate

adj

/ o'kyiileat /

L

marked by incisiveness : stinging,
pointed.

No actor was spared in the
reviewer’s aculeate criticisms.
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acumen
n

/ o'’kytiman /

L

acuteness of mind : keenness of
perception, discernment, or
discrimination : shrewdness
especially in practical matters.
Della’s business acumen helped
her amass a fortune of over $50
million.

acuminate

adj

/ o'’kytimonat /

L

tapering to a slender point :
pointed.

Steve found one of his parakeet’s

acuminate tail feathers on the floor.

acupuncture
adactylous
adage

adagio

n

/o'da()jo /

(L +L>OProv)>1It

[Note: The definition provided is
not the one most commonly
associated with this word.] a series
of sustained and perfectly
controlled dance movements
displaying balance and grace.

The wicked fairy performed a
perfect adagio just before Sleeping
Beauty appeared.

adamantine

adj

/ ado'manitin /

Gk>L>E

rigidly firm : unyielding.

Debra’s adamantine chain of logic
bedazzled her philosophy
professor.

addlepated

adenoidal

adj

/ad’n'oid’l /

Gk

typical or suggestive of one
affected with abnormally enlarged
glands in the back of the throat.
The critics panned the tenor, whose
voice was terribly adenoidal and
breathy.

adequate
adequation
adhere
adherence

adherent

n

/ad'hirent /

L

a believer in or advocate of a
particular thing, idea, or religion.
Julia has been an adherent of
Buddhism since 1985.

adhesional
adiaphorism
adipose
adjacency

adjacent

adj

/ djas’nt /

L

living nearby or sitting or standing
relatively near or close together.
Citizens of Centerville and its
adjacent communities banded
together to form a volunteer fire
department.

adjourn

adjudicate
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adjunct

n

/'ajon(k)t /

L

something joined or added to
another thing but not essentially a
part of it.

Exercise is an adjunct to a long
and healthy life.

adjuvant
admeasure

adminicle

n

/ ad'mindkal /

L

support, auxiliary.

Shelly enjoyed serving as an
adminicle of the local Girl Scout
troop.

admiral

n

/ 'adm(o)ral /

Ar>L

a naval officer of high rank.

Petty Officer Pritchard saluted the
admiral and continued to her post.

admire
admonitory
adolescence

Adonis

n

/ o'dénds /

Gk name

an exceptionally handsome young
man.

Nearly all the eighth-grade girls
think that Leonardo is an Adonis.

adsmith

adumbrate

%

/ 'adom.brat /

L

give a sketchy representation of :
outline broadly, omitting details.
There was time to only adumbrate
the escape plan.

advantageous
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adverb
adversary
adverse

advisory

n

/ od'viz(o)re /

L>F

a report giving information (as one
issued by a weather bureau on the
progress of a hurricane).

The weather advisory warned small
craft that winds would be in excess
of 34 knots today.

advocaat

advocate

n

/'advakat /

L

one that argues for, defends,
maintains, or recommends a cause
or proposal.

Isabella was sure nobody ought to
be, or could be, a greater advocate
for matrimony than she.

aerial

aerodynamic

adj

/a(9)ro()dinamik /

Gk

of or relating to the science that
treats of the motion of air and other
gaseous fluids.

The aerodynamic design of race
cars helps them achieve great
speeds.

aeronautics

aerosol

n

/'a(o)raisol /

Gk+L

a suspension of ultramicroscopic
solid or liquid particles in air or
gas.

Volcanic eruptions propel
hydrogen sulfide into the
stratosphere, where it reacts with
oxygen to form an aerosol that can
persist for more than a year.

Aeschylean

adj

/ eska'leen /

Gk name

of, relating to, or suggestive of the
Greek tragic poet Aeschylus.

The Aeschylean chorus plays an
important role in the plot of the
tragedy.

affability

n

/ afo'bilade /

L

sociability.

Miss Smith was delighted with the
affability with which Miss
Woodhouse had treated her all the
evening.

affable

affectionate

adj

/ o'feksh(o)nat /

L

having warm regard : loving, fond.
Tipper is the most affectionate
collie Susan had ever owned.

affianced

v

/ o'ftan(t)st /

L>F>E

solemnly promised (oneself or
another) in marriage : betrothed.
The ruler of Austria affianced his
daughter to the king of France.

affidavit

n

/ afo'davat /

L

a sworn statement in writing made
especially under oath or before an
authorized officer.

The police asked Heather to
prepare an affidavit regarding
what she saw when she surprised a
burglar in her house.
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affiliate

v

/ o'fileat /

L

attach as a member or branch :
bring or receive into close
connection.

The university assists in trying to
affiliate local high schools.

affiliation

n

/ ofile'ashon /

L

the state or relation of being
attached as a member or branch.
Professor Bruner retired after a
30-year affiliation with Harvard
University.

affinity

n

/ o'finade /

L

sympathy especially as marked by
community of interest.

Marie felt an affinity with the new
chess prodigy, remembering how
she had followed Bobby Fischer’s
early career many years before.

affirmative

afflatus

n

/ o'fladas /

L

a divine imparting of knowledge or
power : inspiration.

Most art students are familiar with
Michelangelo’s painting on the
ceiling of the Sistine Chapel
depicting the afflatus from God to
Adam.

affluence
aforementioned

afterwale
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agape
n

/d'gdpal

Gk

spontaneous self-giving love
expressed freely without
calculation of cost or gain to the
giver or merit on the part of the
receiver.

The question “What'’s in it for
me?” is unheard of in agape.

agate

adj

/'agdt/

Gk>L>F

of or resembling a fine-grained
chalcedony frequently mixed with
opal and having various colors
arranged in stripes or bands;
especially : of the color of agate.
Rachel’s brown agate eyes are
extremely unusual and beautiful.

agelicism
agenda

agglomerate

n

/ 9'glamorat /

L

[Note: Could be confused with
agglomerant.] a confused or
jumbled mass, heap, or collection.
Helen’s favorite jeans are
somewhere in the agglomerate of
clothing on her bedroom floor.

agglomeration
agglutinate

aggrandizement

n

/ o'grandezment /

L>F

the act, action, or result of making
great or greater (as in power, honor,
or wealth).

Because she was a commoner, Ruth
was accused of marrying the prince
for her own personal
aggrandizement.

aggravate

v

/ 'agravat /

L

make worse, more serious, or more
severe.

Shane worried that a game of one-
on-one would aggravate his ankle
injury.

aggregate

n

/ 'agrégdt /

L

a body of units or parts somewhat
loosely associated with one
another.

The protesters straggled toward the
muddy park in a dispirited
aggregate as the organizers set up
tents and microphones.

aghast
agiotage

agitated

adj

/ 'ajatadad /

L

troubled in mind : disturbed,
excited.

The crowd became agitated when
the candidate failed to appear.

agnostic

n

/ ag'nistik /

Gk

one who maintains a continuing
doubt about the existence or
knowability of a god or any
ultimates.

Raymond and Olive have been
happily married for ten years, even
though she is an agnostic and he
never misses Sunday morning
mass.

agoraphobia

agrarian
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agreeable

adj

/ 9'greabal /

L>F

pleasing to the mind or senses : to
one’s liking : pleasant.

The famous ballplayer proved to be
the most likable and agreeable man
that Billy had ever met.

agriology

agronomy

n

/ 9'grdname /

L + Gk

the branch of agriculture that deals
with field crop production and soil
management.

Vince earned a degree in agronomy
at the state university’s school of
agriculture.

aikido

ailanthus

n

/ a'lan(t)thos /

Amboinese

a tree of a small genus of East
Indian and Chinese trees with
greenish flowers.

The ailanthus is fast growing and
its shallow, wide-spreading root
system effectively anchors the soil.

aileron

n

/ 'alordn /

L>F

a movable portion of an airplane
wing or a movable airfoil external
to the wing for imparting a rolling
motion and thus providing lateral
control.

An aileron is usually situated at the
trailing edge of an airplane's wing
near the wing tip.

airborne
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airedale

n

/'a(a)(e)rdal /

E geog name

a large terrier with a wiry black and
tan coat.

Shantha’s airedale is registered
with the American Kennel Club.

akimbo

adj

/ o'kim(.)bo /

E

having the hands on the hips with
the elbows projecting outward.
With her arms akimbo, Marion
waited for Tim to explain himself.

akropodion

n

/ akra'podeen /

Gk

the most prominent point on the
back of the heel.

After the hike, Eli had a nasty
blister on his left akropodion.

aktograph

alabaster

adj

/ 'alabasta(r) /

Gk>L>F>E

of or resembling alabaster;
specifically : having a nearly white
color and a light-diffusing surface.
Patsy’s alabaster skin gives her a
spectral appearance.

alacrity

n

/ 9'lakrod€ /

L

cheerful readiness : eagerness.
Dr. Cameron’s students always
enter his class with alacrity and
depart with reluctance.

alar

alary

adj

/ 'alore /

L

wing-shaped or fan-shaped.
There was an alary membrane on
each side of the seed.

albatross

n

/ 'albaitros /

Ar? > Pgor Sp

any of a number of large web-
footed seabirds that are capable of
long-continued flight.

The wingspan of an albatross can
exceed ten feet.

albedo

n

/ al'be()do /

L

reflective power.

Arno researched the effects of soil
albedo on vegetation.

albedometer

n

/ alba'damoad-a(r) /

L+ Gk

a device for measuring the
reflection of light (as by snow).
David used an albedometer to
measure the reflection of light by
the clouds.

albeit

conj

/ ol'beat /

E

although.

Sonia had a simple, albeit
expensive, wedding.

albino

alchemy

n

/ ‘alkome /

Gk>Ar>L>F

the medieval chemical science and
speculative philosophy whose aims
were the transmutation of base
metals into gold.

The wizard’s apprentice was
determined to learn enough
alchemy to turn lead into gold.

alcohol
alcoholature

alcoholism
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alcove

n

/'alkov /

Ar>Sp>F

arecessed part (as a breakfast
nook) of a room.

Silvio found an alcove in the
library that was a perfect place for
taking a nap.

aleatoric

adj

/ alea'torik /

L

characterized by chance or random
elements.

By digitizing thunder and traffic
noises, Georgia was able to
compose aleatoric music.

aleatory

alegar

n

/ 'aliga(r) /

E+L>F

sour ale or vinegar made of ale.
While studying in England as an
exchange student, Judith developed
a taste for fried potatoes with salt
and alegar.

alfalfa

n

/ al'falfa /

Ar>Sp

an important European leguminous
forage plant.

The farmer alternated his crops,
growing alfalfa one season and
corn the next.

alfresco

adj

/ al'fre(,)sko /

It

open-air.

Everyone looks forward to the
alfresco party that the Smiths hold
every Derby Day.

algorithm
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alibi

n

/'alabi /

L

the plea of having been elsewhere
at the time an act was committed.
To support his alibi, Jake showed
his lawyer a video made during his
Hawaii trip.

alien

adj

/'alean /

L

different in nature or character : far
removed.

Nguyen’s response to his mother’s
question had results entirely alien
from what he intended.

alienation
aliferous

alimentary

adj

/ alo'mentore /

L

[Note: Could be confused with
elementary.] of, concerned with, or
relating to nourishment or to the
function of nutrition.

Pasta is sometimes called an
“alimentary paste.”

aliquot

alkali

allargando

adv

/ aldr'gin(,)do /

L

in a manner becoming gradually
broader with the same or greater
volume.

David’s piano teacher indicated
that the piece was to be played
allargando.

allayment

allege

v

/o'lej /

L

assert, affirm, state without proof
or before proving.

Residents of the area allege that the
lake water has curative properties.

allegiance

n

/ 9'lejon(t)s /

F>E

the duty of fidelity owed by a
subject or citizen to his sovereign
or government.

The new citizens pledged
allegiance to their adopted country.

allegory

n

/ 'ald.gore /

Gk

a story in which people, things, and
happenings have a hidden or
symbolic meaning.

Gail disliked the moralistic tone of
the allegory.

allegro

n

/ d'le(\)gro /

It>L

ballet steps performed in a lively,
fast tempo.

After the allegro, Madame
Delacroix instructed the dancers to
cool down slowly.

allemande

v

/'alamand /

Gmec>L>F

perform a step with arms
interlaced.

The caller told the square dancers
to allemande left and swing their
partners.

allergy

n

/'ala(r)je /

Gk>G

exaggerated or pathological
reaction (as by sneezing, itching, or
skin rashes) to substances,
situations, or physical states that
are without comparable effect on
the average individual.

Because of her allergy, Mrs. Griffin
discouraged her students from
bringing in any furry pets for show-
and-tell.
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alliance

n

/ d'ltan(t)s /

L>F>E

union or connection especially
between families, states, parties, or
individuals.

The alliance between the two
nations has been strong for nearly
50 years.

alligator

n

/ 'ald.gada(r) /

L>Sp

a reptile having a head not tapering
to the snout and being in general
much more sluggish than the
typical crocodiles.

Jason’s favorite sight at the fair
was a woman wrestling an
alligator.

allision

alliteration

n

/ alida'rashon /

L + Ecf

the repetition usually initially of a
sound that is usually a consonant in
two or more neighboring words or
syllables (as in “daring deed”).
Poor writers rely on alliteration
when lacking ideas.

allocate

v

/ ‘alokat /

L

set apart and earmark or designate.
Leon hoped the committee would
allocate funds for the new
playground.

allocation

n

/ alo'kashon /

L

the act of apportioning.

The allocation of powers in the
United States Constitution is
clearly defined.

alluded
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alluviation

n

/ aliive'ashan /

L

the process that results in deposits
of clay, silt, sand, or gravel at
places in rivers or estuaries where
stream velocity is decreased.

The effects of alluviation can be
seen along the banks of a large
river.

almond

n

/'d(l)mand /

Gk>L>F>E

the fruit of a small tree; especially :
the nutlike stone or kernel of this
tree.

The almond is a nut that is easy to
crack.

almoner

n

/ 'almona(r) /

L>F>E

one who distributes charitable gifts,
often for another.

In his role as the king’s almoner,
Jared tossed a few pennies to the
audience.

alnico

n

/'alnd ko /

L+G>Sw+G

a powerful permanent-magnet alloy
containing iron, nickel, aluminum,
and one or more of the elements
cobalt, copper, and titanium.

Mpr. Arkin’s factory makes
industrial magnets from alnico.

aloof

adj

/o't /

E+D?>F>E

removed or distant either physically
or spiritually and usually by choice
and with indifference to the
feelings, opinions, or interests of
others.

Greg’s aloof personality
discouraged his gregarious
colleagues.

alopecia

n

/ alo'pesh(€)a /

Gk

loss of hair, wool, or feathers :
baldness.

Prescription drugs such as
minoxidil have had limited success
in treating alopecia.

alpaca

n

/ al'paka /

Aymara > Sp

an animal like a llama with fine
long woolly hair and domesticated
in Peru and adjacent countries.

The petting zoo featured four goats,
an alpaca, a pony, and three lambs.

alpenglow

n

/ 'alpen.glo /

G+E

a reddish glow or sometimes the
entire series of light phenomena
seen near sunset or sunrise on the
summits of mountains.

Jocelyn and Ruth enjoyed the rich
alpenglow from the balcony of their
cabin.

alphabet

altazimuth

n

/ al'tazomoth /

L+Ar>L

an instrument consisting of a
telescope mounted so that it can
swing horizontally and vertically.
Josh saw an antique altazimuth in
the maritime museum.

altercation

n

/ olta(r)'kashan /

L

dispute carried on with feeling (as
anger).

Police broke up a minor altercation
between two street vendors.
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altiplano

n

/ altd'pla()no /

L>Sp

a high plateau or plain : tableland.
A cold northerly wind over the
altiplano heralded the arrival of
winter.

altitude

n

/ ‘altatiid /

L>E

position at a height.

When the plane suddenly lost
altitude, the pilot told the
passengers to fasten their seat
belts.

altogether

adv

/ olta'getha(r) /

E

wholly, completely, thoroughly.
The suffragettes argued that it was
altogether fit and proper that
women have the right to vote.

altruism
altruistically

alveolate

adj

/ al'vealat /

L + Ecf

pitted like a honeycomb.

The porous sandstone had an
alveolate surface.

amadelphous

amalgam

n

/ 9'malgom /

Ar?>L>F

an alloy of mercury with another
metal.

Because mercury will form an
amalgam with most other metals, it
can be used to extract them from
ore.
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amanuensis

n

/ omanya'wen(t)sds /

L

one who is employed to write from
dictation or to copy what another
has written.

During the six weeks that
Chrissie’s arm was in a cast, she
completed her homework with her
mother as her amanuensis.

amaryllis

n

/ ama'rilas /

L name

any of several African bulbous
herbs grown for their large showy
flowers.

Deborah’s amaryllis bloomed just
in time for the December holidays.

amateur

amber

n

/ ‘ambo(r) /

Ar>L>F

a very hard yellowish to brownish
translucent fossil resin that takes a
fine polish.

Sarah was delighted when her
mother gave her some earrings
made of amber.

ambidextrous

ambiguity

n

/ ambd'gyiiode /

L

the condition of admitting of two or
more meanings, of being
understood in more than one way,
or of referring to two or more
things at the same time.

The ambiguity of Mr. Mitchell’s
essay questions encouraged
creative interpretations.

ambivalent

adj

/ am'bivalant /

L

characterized by, suggestive of,
motivated by, or exhibiting
contradictory emotional or
psychological attitude.
Because Tad has a grueling job
lined up, he is ambivalent about the
upcoming summer vacation.

amblyopia

n

/ .amble'opea /

Gk

dimness of sight without apparent
change in the eye structures
associated especially with the toxic
effects of certain drugs or
chemicals or with dietary
deficiencies.

The doctor told Henry to quit
smoking if he wanted his amblyopia
to improve.

ambrosia

n

/ am'brozh(€)a /

Gk>F

a dessert of a fruit or of mixed
fruits topped with shredded
coconut.

Cyrus’s favorite dessert is his
grandmother’s ambrosia.

ambulation
ambuscade
ambush

ameliorate

v

/ o'melyarat /

L

make better : improve.
Activists lobbied to ameliorate
prison conditions.

Page 11 of 349

amelioration

n

/ amelya'rashen /

L

the act of making better or the state
of being made better :
improvement.

The committee submitted its
recommendations for the
amelioration of the undesirable
conditions at the overcrowded
school.

amenable

adj

/ 9'menabal /

L>F

readily brought to yield or submit :
responsive, tractable.

Horst is amenable to any ideas for
the prom’s theme.

amendment

n

/ 9'men(d)mont /

L + Ecf

the process of changing or
modifying in any way for the better
(as a motion, bill, act, or
constitution).

A well-drafted constitution will
provide for its own amendment.

amertoy

n

/ 'ama(r)toi /

E geog name + E

a small terrierlike dog having a
short sleek satiny coat and
weighing between six and ten
pounds.

Ricky was forever chasing Trixie,
the family amertoy, out of the
flower beds.

amethyst

amiable
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amicable

adj

/ 'amdkabal /

L

characterized by or as if by
friendship and goodwill.

Carla and Jeanine have had an
amicable relationship since they
settled their initial dispute.

amice

n

/'amds /

L

[has near homonyms: amas, amiss]
a liturgical vestment consisting of
an oblong piece of cloth usually of
white linen, worn about the neck
and shoulders and partly under the
alb.

Father Patrick put on a fresh white
amice before serving mass.

amiss

amity

n

/'amod€ /

L

friendship and goodwill, especially
as characterized by mutual
acceptance and tolerance of
potentially antagonistic standpoints
or aims.

The natural amity between Avital
and her sister has helped them
maintain strong ties through many
Sfamily disagreements.

ammeter

n

/ 'a(m)meda(r) /

F + Gk

[has near homonym: amateur] an
instrument for measuring electric
current.

Perry and Ayrton’s ammeter helped
measure the efficiency of the
battery.

ammonia

amnesia

n

/ am'n€zha /

Gk

loss of memory : forgetfulness.
Alice suffered from amnesia as the
result of a head injury.

amole

n

/ o'mole /

Nahuatl > Sp

any of a number of plants utilized
as a source of soap.

The discovery of an amole created
much excitement among the
castaways.

amortization

amphibian

n

/ am'fibeon /

Gk

[has homonym: amphibion] an
animal or plant accustomed or
adapted to life both on land and in
the water.

The frog is perhaps the best-known
amphibian.

amphibious

amphora

n

/ '‘amfora /

Gk>L

a Greek unit of capacity equal to
10.3 gallons or 39 liters.

The group ordered 1 amphora of
punch for the Antiquity Party.

ampicillin

n

/ ampa'silén /

ISV

a penicillin that is effective against
gram-negative and gram-positive
bacteria and is used to treat various
infections of the urinary,
respiratory, and intestinal tracts.
Pneumonia has been successfully
treated with ampicillin.
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amulet

n

/'amyalat /

L

an inscribed charm believed to
protect or aid the wearer.

The archaeologist discovered an
amulet in the tomb of an ancient
Egyptian ruler.

amuse

v

/ o'myiiz /

L>F

entertain or occupy in a pleasant
manner.

The children seemed to tumble
about and amuse themselves like
good-natured collie puppies.

amygdaline

adj

/ 9'migdalin /

Gk

of or relating to a tonsil.

Because of a persistent amygdaline
infection, Lana checked into the
hospital to have her tonsils
removed.

anabasis

n

/ 9'nabasds /

Gk

a going or marching up; especially :
a military advance.

Hannibal is famous for his
remarkable anabasis across the
Alps into Italy.

anabibazon

n

/ ana'bibaizéin /

Gk

the ascending node of the Moon’s

orbit with the ecliptic.

Lars waited for the Moon to reach
its anabibazon so he could confirm
his findings.
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anabolic

adj

/ ana'balik /

Gk + Gk

relating to, characterized by, or
promoting constructive
metabolism.

The weightlifter was disqualified
after it was discovered he had used
anabolic steroids.

anachronism
anachronous

anaconda

n

/ ano'kédnda /

Singhalese

a large arboreal snake of the boa
family of tropical South America.
The anaconda has been known to
forage in trees for birds.

anaglyph

n

/'anaglif /

Gk

a stereoscopic still or moving
picture producing a three-
dimensional effect when viewed
through colored filters.

Troy begged his parents to take him
to the newest anaglyph at the IMAX
theater.

anagnorisis

n

/ anag'norosds /

Gk

an incident or solution of plot in
tragedy in which the main character
recognizes his or her own or some
other character’s true identity or
discovers the true nature of his or
her own situation.

The moment of anagnorisis occurs
when the boy finds out he is
actually the king’s son.

anagogic

adj

/ana'gdjik /

Gk>L

having a spiritual meaning or a
sense referring to the heavenly life.
Terrance recited anagogic poems
by a Greek mystic.

analects

analemma

n

/ ana'lema /

Gk

a graduated scale shaped like a
figure 8 and showing the Sun’s
declination for each day of the year
usually constituting part of a
sundial and often shown on globes.
Katrina consulted the sundial’s
analemma to calculate the correct
time.

analgesic

analogy

n

/ o'nalaje /

Gk

a figure of speech involving an
extended or elaborate comparison
between two things or situations.
Hugo used an analogy to illustrate
his point, but no one understood
the analogy either.

analysand

n

/ 9'nalaisand /

Gk + L > Ecf

one that is analyzed; specifically :
one who is undergoing
psychoanalysis.

The psychotherapist encouraged
the analysand to unburden herself
of her anxieties.

ananym
n

/'ananim /

Gk

[has homonym: anonym] a
fictitious name consisting of the
real name written backwards.
Pat often uses the ananym Tap

when writing secret messages to
her friends.
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anaphora

n

/ o'naf(ae)ra /

Gk

repetition of a word or words at the
beginning of two or more
successive clauses or verses.

“The voice of the Lord” occurred
three times in anaphora in the
psalm Julie read.

anarchy

n

/ 'ana(r)ke /

Gk>L

a state of lawlessness or political
disorder due to the absence of
governmental authority.

After the revelation of election
fraud, some observers feared that
the tiny republic would succumb to
anarchy.

anastomosis

n

/ omnasta'mosas /

Gk

a joining of the parts of a branched
system.

Hal pointed out the anastomosis in
the veined mulberry leaf.

anastrophe

n

/ o'nastra(\)fe /

Gk

inversion of the usual syntactical
order of words for rhetorical effect.
In the poem “Jabberwocky,” the
line “So rested he by the TumTum
tree” is an example of anastrophe.

anathema

n

/ 9'nathoma /

Gk

one that is cursed by ecclesiastical
authority.

The Sixth Ecumenical Council
pronounced Pope Honorius
anathema in A.D. 681.

anaudia

n

/ anodea /

Gk

loss of voice : inability to
articulate.
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A blow to the throat can cause
temporary anaudia.

anautogenous
ancestor

anchovy

n

/ 'anchove /

Gk>L?>1t>Sp

any of a number of small
herringlike fishes; especially : a
common Mediterranean form
esteemed for its rich and peculiar
flavor.

Joshua informed his mother that
one anchovy had rendered the
entire pizza inedible.

ancillary

adj

/ 'ansalere /

L

serving to aid or assist : auxiliary :
supplementary.

Electronic media usually include
radio, film, and television, as well
as the ancillary industries of audio
and video recording.

anecdote

n

/ 'anik.dot /

F&Gk

a usually short narrative of an
interesting, amusing, or curious
incident.

The speaker’s presentation ended
with a touching anecdote.

anemochore

n

/ 9'nemako(a)r /

Gk > F + Gk

a plant that has seeds or spores
adapted to distribution by wind.
The dandelion is a familiar
anemochore.

anemometer

n

/ \ana'mamad-a(r) /

Gk > F + Gk > Ecf

an instrument for measuring and
indicating the force or speed of the
wind.

The anemometer spun furiously as
the hurricane approached.

anemone

n

/ 9'nemont /

Heb name > Gk

a plant or flower of a widely
distributed genus of plants with
showy flowers that lack petals but
have showy sepals.

Xantha picked an anemone from
the flower bed.

aneroid

adj

/ 'anaroid /

Gk >F

containing no liquid or functioning
without the use of liquid.

Tasha carefully monitored the
aneroid manometer throughout the
course of the experiment.

anglaise

adj

/ an'glaz /

Gme >F

boiled and served without sauce.
Carrots anglaise are not very tasty.

anguish
anhydride

anise

n

/ 'ands /

Gk

an herb cultivated for its aromatic
seeds.

The flavor of anise is similar to that
of licorice.

anisette

ankh

n

/ 'apk /

Egypt

a cross having a loop instead of an
upper vertical arm used especially
in ancient Egypt.

Roger’s first discovery as an
Egyptian archeologist was a gold
ankh.

anklet

anneal
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annihilate

v

/ o'nialat /

L

destroy a considerable part of.
Armyworms can annihilate a
beautiful lawn in just a few days.

anniversary

n

/ana'vars(o)re /

L

the annual recurrence of a date
marking an event or occurrence of
notable importance.

Next Thursday will be the 23rd
anniversary of our family grocery
store’s first day of operation.

annotation

annoyance

n

/ 9'ndian(t)s /

F>E

a source of vexation or irritation :
bothersome disturbance.

Vera enjoyed raking leaves on the
warm autumn day, but the loud
music from the neighbor’s yard
was an annoyance.

annual

annuity

n

/ o'n(y)tiade /

L

an amount payable yearly or at
other regular intervals (as
quarterly) for a certain or uncertain
period.

Carl’s grandparents set up a trust
fund that will provide him with an
annuity for the next 20 years.

annul

v

/o'mal/

L>F>E

cause to cease to exist : reduce to
nothing.

The legislator’s motion to annul the
out-of-date law met with the
approval of his colleagues.
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anodyne

adj

/'anadin /

Gk

serving to assuage pain : soothing.
Before aspirin was developed,
certain spirits and herbs were
valued for their anodyne
properties.

anomalous

anomaly

n

/ 9'ndmole /

Gk>L

the angular distance of a planet
from its perihelion as seen from the
Sun.

The anomaly in a planet’s orbit is
caused by the gravitational
influence of other planets.

anon

adv

/ o'nén /

E

in a little while : soon, presently.
Anon he arrived at his destination.

anonymous

adj

/ 9'ndnamas /

Gk>L

of unknown or unnamed source or
origin (as authorship, donorship,
workmanship).

An anonymous 18th-century
painting recently sold for two
million dollars.

anorthopia

n

/a(;)nor'thopes /

Gk

distorted vision in which straight
lines appear bent.

When Liz put on Jan’s glasses, she
was overcome with anorthopia.

anosmic

adj

/ 9'ndzmik /

Gk>L

of or characterized by loss or
impairment of the sense of smell.
Anesthesia can leave a patient
temporarily anosmic.

anschluss

n

/'dn.shlus /

G

union; especially : political or
economic union of one government
or territory with another.
Hitler’s annexation of Austria to
Germany in the 1930s is what is
generally meant by “the
anschluss.”

anserous

Antarctic

adj

/ ant'drktik /

Gk

relating to the South Pole or the
region near it.

Samuel’s stamp collection included
a complete collection of the stamps
of the French Antarctic Territory.

antecedent

n

/ anta'sed’nt /

L

a substantive word, phrase, or
clause referred to by a pronoun,
typically by a following pronoun.
In the sentence “I saw John and
spoke to him,” John is the
antecedent of him.

antecessor

n

/ 'anta.sesa(r) /

L>E

one that goes before.
Phoebe’s antecessor in the
presidency served six terms.

antediluvian

antelope

n

/'ant’lop /

Gk>L>F>E

any of various ruminant mammals
of Africa and southwest Asia that
differ from the true oxen especially
in lighter racier build and horns
directed upward and backward.
The bounding antelope managed to
outdistance the pursuing lion.

antenna
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anterior

adj

/ an'tirea(r) /

L

relating to or situated near or
toward the head or front.

The portion of the flower which
faces the subtending bract is the
anterior.

anteroom

anthography

n

/ an'thédgrofe /

Gk + Gk + Ecf

the description of flowers.

A botanist, Wilbur excelled in
anthography.

anthology

n

/ an'théloje /

Gk

a usually representative collection
of selected literary pieces or
passages.

John hopes to find “The Raven” in
his mom’s anthology of American
literature.

anthroponymy

anticyclone

n

/'an()te:siklon /

Gk + Gk

a system of winds that rotates about
a center of high atmospheric
pressure.

The warm, dry winds blowing into
southern California are from an
anticyclone over the deserts of
Nevada.

antifoulant

n

/ an()ti'faulont /

L+E

a substance (as paint for use on the
bottom of a boat) designed to
prevent, reduce, or eliminate an
accumulation of deposits.
Antifoulant was applied to the
ship’s bottom in dry dock.

antilogy
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antimacassar

n

/ antemo'kasa(r) /

Gk + Celebes island geog name

a cover to protect the back or arms
of furniture from Macassar oil or
other hair preparations.

Fran found the missing
antimacassar under one of the sofa
cushions.

antimony

n

/ 'antamong /

Ar?>L>E

a metalloid element that is
commonly metallic silvery white,
crystalline, and brittle and is used

especially as a constituent of alloys.

Pewter is an alloy of antimony and
tin.

antipasto

n

/ \ant€'pasto /

L>1t

any of various savory foods usually
served as appetizers : hors
d’oeuvre.

Herbert ordered antipasto for the
table.

antipodal

adj

/ an'tipad’l/

Gk

situated at the opposite sides of the
earth.

Regina imagined that she could
reach an antipodal town
somewhere in China if she
continued digging in her garden.

antiquarian

adj

/ antd'kwereon /

L

dealing in old and rare books or in
secondhand books.

Pamela went to an antiquarian
bookseller to have her first edition
of Oliver Twist appraised.

antique
antiquity

antiseptic

antithesis

n

/ an'tithasds /

Gk

the rhetorical opposing or
contrasting of ideas by means of
grammatically parallel
arrangements of words, clauses, or
sentences.

A Tale of Two Cities opens with the
famous antithesis: “It was the best
of times, it was the worst of times.”
antonomasia

n

/ ()anitina'mazh(€)a /

Gk

the making of a common noun or
verb from a proper name.

The formation of the verb
pasteurize from the name Pasteur
is an example of antonomasia.

antonym
anxiety

apartheid

n

/ o'partat /

D > Afrikaans

a policy of segregation and political
and economic discrimination
against certain population groups.
The end of apartheid in South
Africa was one of the great world
events of the decade.

apastron

n

/ a'pastron /

Gk

the point in the orbit of one star of
a binary where it is farthest from
the other.

In binary star systems the motion in
the orbits is not uniform but is least
rapid near apastron.

apathetic
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apathy

n

/ 'apothe /

Gk

absence or lack of interest or
concern : listlessness, indifference.
The active interest women are
taking in today’s issues strongly
contrasts with the apathy many
women had a century ago.

aperitif

aperture

n

/ 'apa(r).chu(a)r /

L

an opening that restricts a beam of
radiation or a stream of particles;
specifically : the opening in a
photographic lens that admits the
light passing through.

A photographer typically has to
adjust the shutter speed and set the
aperture.

apex

n

/'apeks /

L

[Note: The definition provided is
not the one most commonly
associated with this word.] the
point of the heavens toward which
a celestial body is moving at a
given time.

Helga tracked the planet’s
movement towards the apex.

aphasia

n

/ o'fazh(€)o /

Gk

[has near homonym: aphagia] the
loss or impairment of the power to
use words as symbols of ideas that
results from a brain lesion.

As a speech therapist, Tonya takes
a particular interest in patients
struggling with aphasia.

aphelion

n

/ a'felyon /

Gk

the point of a planet’s or comet’s
orbit most distant from the Sun.
Earth generally reaches aphelion
around July 4.
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aphid

n

/'afad /

Gk>L

any of numerous small sluggish
insects that suck the juices from
plants, causing damage to the
plants.

An aphid can cause wilting,
distorted growth, or gall formation
in plants.

aphorism

n

/ ‘afarrizom /

Gk>L>F

a terse and often ingenious
formulation of a truth or sentiment
usually in a single sentence.

Clark lives his life by the aphorism
“Clothes make the man.”
apiarian

apiary
apiculus

aplomb

n

/o'plam /

L>F

complete confidence or assurance
in oneself : poise.

A seasoned public relations officer,
Karen handles difficult situations
with aplomb.

apocalypse

apocope

n

/ o'pakaipe /

Gk

the loss of one or more sounds or
letters from the end of a word.

The song title “Singin’ in the Rain”

exemplifies apocope.

apocryphal

adj

/ o'pikrafal /

Gk

of doubtful authenticity : fictitious,
spurious, untrustworthy.

The historian thought the story
about the cemetery apocryphal.

apogee

n

/ 'apa(\)je /

Gk

the point in the orbit of a satellite of
Earth (as the Moon or an artificial
body) at the greatest distance from
the center of Earth.

The transmission delay was longest
when the spacecraft reached
apogee.

apolaustic

adj

/ apa'lostik /

Gk

devoted to enjoyment.

The students spent the vacation in
apolaustic pursuits.

apologue

n

/ 'apalog /

Gk

an allegorical narrative (as a beast
fable) usually intended to convey a
moral.

Most schoolchildren are familiar
with the apologue of the tortoise
and the hare.

apology
n

/ o'pilsje /

Gk>L>F

an admission to another of a wrong
or discourtesy done him or her
accompanied by an expression of
regret.

The teacher received an apology
from the tardy student.

apoplexy

n

/ 'apaiplekse /

Gk

a sudden loss of consciousness
followed by paralysis caused by
hemorrhage within the brain—
called also “stroke.”

When Ray regained consciousness,
his doctor told him he was
recovering from severe apoplexy.
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aporia

n

/ o'porea /

Gk

a passage in speech or writing
incorporating or presenting a
difficulty or doubt.

The Bible verse “Then the steward
said within himself, ‘What shall I
do?’” is an aporia.

aposiopesis

n

/ apaisio'pesds /

Gk

the leaving of a thought explicitly
incomplete in writing or speaking
often by a sudden breaking off and
shifting of grammatical
construction.

Gail answered with an aposiopesis
when she replied, “His problem
is—how shall I say?”

apostle

n

/ o'pésal /

Gk>L>E

one who is sent forth : messenger.
Many voters regard Ralph Nader
as the apostle of protected
environments.

apostrophe

apothecary

n

/ o'pathakere /

Gk>L>E

one who prepares and sells drugs or
compounds for medicinal purposes
: pharmacist.

The visits of Mr. Perry, the
apothecary, were one of the few
comforts of Mr. Woodhouse'’s life.

appalling

adj

/ o'polin /

L>F>E

inspiring dismay : shocking.
There was something about the
night that was mysterious and

appalling.
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Appaloosa

n

/ apa'liisa /

American Indian

one of a breed of rugged saddle
horses distinguished by a mottled
skin and a patch of white hair over
the rump and loins that is blotched
or dotted with darker color.

Sherry begged her father to buy her
an Appaloosa for her birthday, but
to no avail.

apparatchik

n

/ dpa'rédchik /

Russ

a Communist secret agent.

Oren and Elaine went to see an old
movie in which an apparatchik
tries to blow up the Empire State
Building.

apparatus

n

/ apa'rades /

L

any compound instrument or
appliance designed for a specific
mechanical or chemical action or
operation.

The trainer went into much detail
about which apparatus is better for
a cardiovascular workout.

apparel

apparition

n

/ apa'rishon /

L>E

ghost, phantom, specter.

The apparition of a figure on
horseback, without a head, haunts
this enchanted region.

appealed
appease
appellation

appellative

appendages

n pl

/ o'pendijoz /

L

things accompanying or appended
to another thing and usually
subordinate or not essential to it.
The Abbey-Mill Farm, with all its
appendages of prosperity and
beauty, was a favorable spot for a
walk.

appendant

appendicitis

n

/ aipenda'sidas /

L + Ecf

an inflammation of the appendix
characterized usually by abdominal
pain, nausea, and vomiting.

The doctor diagnosed Sharon’s
illness as appendicitis.

appetite

n

/ ‘apaitit /

L>F>E

the immediate desire to eat when
food is present.

George went back to his meal with
a good appetite.

apprentice

n

/ o'prentds /

L>F>E

one who learns a trade, art, or craft
by practical experience under
skilled workers.

Jake hopes to become an
apprentice in the stained-glass
studio.

approbation

n

/ \apra'bashen /

L

an act of approving formally or
authoritatively : sanction.

The mayor’s actions have the
approbation of none of the other
members of the city council.
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appropriate

adj

/ o'propreat /

L

specially suitable : fit, proper.
Calvin had orange hair and the
appropriate freckles to go with it.

appurtenance

appurtenant

adj

/ o'part()nont /

F

annexed or belonging legally to
some more important thing.

The property insurance covers any
additions to the building and to
private structures appurtenant to
the building.

apricot

apropos

adj

/ apro'po /

F

pertinent, relevant.

Rachel wondered if Herman had
understood her question, for his
answer was not very apropos.

apsidal

adj

/ 'apsad’l/

Gk>L

of or relating to the point of a
celestial body’s orbit at which it is
farthest from the center of
attraction.

Laura researched apsidal ocean
tidal levels.

aquatic

adj

/ o'kwidik /

L

living wholly or chiefly in or on
water.

Porpoises and seals are aquatic
mammals.
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aqueduct

n

/ 'akwa.dakt /

L

an artificial channel for conveying
water.

The ancient Romans used the
aqueduct to provide water to the
city’s residents.

aquiline

adj

/'akwalin /

L

curving or hooked like an eagle’s
beak.

The senator was easily
recognizable by his aquiline nose.

arabesque

n

/ ara'besk /

Ar>1It>F

a posture (as in ballet dancing) in
ballet in which the body is bent
forward from the hip on one leg
with one arm extended forward and
the other arm and leg backward in a
line parallel to the floor.

The painting depicts a ballerina in
a flawless arabesque.

arability

n

/ ara'bilod€ /

L + Ecf

the state of being fit for tillage and
crop production.

Before Caleb bought Jed'’s
property, he had the land checked
for arability.

arachnid
arbiter

arboreal

adj

/ dr'boreal /

L

inhabiting or frequenting trees.

The arboreal fauna of Madagascar
are endangered by logging.

arboret

n

/ drbo'ret /

L + Ecf

a small tree or shrub.

Gwen trekked purposefully through
the forest, dodging an occasional
arboret but generally heading in a
straight line.

arbuscle

n

/ 'drbasal /

L

a dwarf tree or treelike shrub.
The gardener recommended that
Micah purchase an arbuscle to
plant next to the house.

arcanum

n

/ dr'’kanem /

L

a secret or mysterious knowledge
or information known only to the
initiate.

Ralph developed a secret
handshake as an arcanum for his
club.

archaic

archangel

n

/ 'drkanjal /

Gk + Gk

a being in the heavenly hierarchy
ranking above an angel.

Joan of Arc had visions of the
archangel Michael and saints
Catherine and Margaret telling her
to raise an army.

archelogy

archery

n

/ 'arch(o)re /

F>E

the art, practice, or skill of shooting
with bow and arrow.

Joe chose archery as one of his
physical education electives.
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archipelago

n

/ drka'pelago /

Gk>1It

a group or cluster of islands.
The country of Indonesia is an
enormous archipelago.

architecture

n

/ 'drkaitekchar /

Gk>L

the art or science of building;
specifically : the art or practice of
designing and building structures in
accordance with principles
determined by aesthetic and
practical or material considerations.
The building that housed the
department of architecture was, to
many students, the most hideous-
looking edifice on campus.

archivalia

npl

/ drkd'valea /

Gk>L

material preserved in or suitable for
preservation in rooms for the
exhibition of a collection.

Included in the library’s archivalia
is a copy of the first edition of The
Adventures of Tom Sawyer.

arcing

v

/ ‘drkin /

L

following or describing a curving
course.

Waterfalls arcing outward into
white plumes plummet down and
flow into Cayuga Lake.

arctic
ardency

ardent

adj

/'drd°’nt /

L

extremely loyal : devoted, faithful.
Bickford was an ardent supporter
of environmental causes.
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arduous

adj

/ 'drjowas /

L

hard to accomplish or achieve :
difficult.

Alan was not prepared for the
arduous demands of his
construction job.

arenaceous

adj

/ ara'nashos /

L

growing in sandy places.
Arenaceous plants develop
blossoms after the first spring rain.

arenicolous

adj

/ \ara'nikalas /

L+L

inhabiting or burrowing in sand :
growing in sand soil.

Numerous arenicolous organisms
can be found at the beach.

areology

n

/ are'dloje /

Gk

the scientific study of the planet
Mars.

Todd’s interest in areology was
spurred by the discovery of
possible life forms on Mars.

aretalogy

n

/ ara'talgje /

Gk

a narrative of the miraculous deeds
of'a god or hero.

Owen was fascinated by the
aretalogy of Hercules’ labors.

argillaceous

adj

/ drjd'lashos /

L

of, relating to, or containing clay or
clay minerals.

The geologist determined that a
large part of the mountain
consisted of argillaceous limestone.

argosy

n

/ 'drgase /

It

a fleet of ships or of anything
likened to ships.

The lone schooner had gotten
separated from the argosy in the
inclement weather.

argot

n

/ 'drgot/

F

the special vocabulary and idiom
(as slang) of a particular social
group or class.

Nowadays the argot of many
teenagers includes the word cool.

argumentative

adj

/ drgye'mentadiv /

L

given to or fond of disagreement :
contentious.

Jill is so argumentative that no one
likes to sit beside her on the bus.

aristoi

n pl

/ 'ardstoi /

Gk

citizens of high rank making up a
governing body.

When the aristoi ignore the needs
of the common people, they are
sowing the seeds of rebellion.

arithmocracy

n

/ a()rith'makroase /

Gk + Gk

rule of the majority.

The United States is an
arithmocracy as well as a republic.

armadillo

n

/ drma'di()Io /

L>Sp

any of several burrowing chiefly
nocturnal mammals having body
and head encased in an armor of
small bony plates.

Using its long, sticky tongue to
extract ants from their nests, the
armadillo may eat up to 40,000
ants at a sitting.
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Armageddon

n

/ drma'ged’n /

Gk>L

final and conclusive conflict
between the forces of good and
evil.

In the Bible, the book of Revelation
mentions Armageddon.

armaments

armature

n

/ '‘arma.chu(a)r /

L

[has near homonym: armiger]
armor.

As part of the preparation for the
contest at the medieval fair, the
jousters were given their choice of
armature.

armistice

n

/ 'drmastds /

L>F

temporary suspension of hostilities
as agreed upon by those engaged in
the hostilities.

Fortunately, the armistice that
ended World War I turned out to be
permanent.

arpeggio

n

/ dr'pejeo /

Gme > It

production of the tones of a chord
in succession and not
simultaneously.

The opening measure of Ryan’s
piano recital piece featured a
difficult arpeggio.

arraignment

n

/ 9'ranmaent /

F>E

an act of finding fault with :
denunciation.

1t seems that every few years there
is a wholesale arraignment of
existing educational standards.

arrasene

arrive
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arrogance

n

/ 'aragon(t)s /

L

a genuine or assumed feeling of
superiority that shows itself in an
overbearing manner.

After Sam won the contest, he
displayed an annoying arrogance.

arrogant

adj

/ 'arogont /

L

exhibiting a level of superiority that
is inconsistent with one’s position.
Jack’s arrogant attitude annoyed
his more qualified colleagues.

arsenal

n

/ 'ars(*)nal /

Ar>1t

a storehouse or source of supply for
arms, ammunition, or other military
equipment.

In early 1941 Franklin Roosevelt
believed that America’s most
immediate role was to act as an
arsenal for democratic nations.

arsenic

n

/ 'ars(*)nik /

Gk > L&F>E

a metalloid element that is used in
small amounts in alloys and in the
form of its compounds chiefly as
poisons (as insecticides), in
pharmaceutical preparations, and in
glass.

Ingestion of arsenic was listed as
the official cause of Tim’s
mysterious death.

artesian

adj

/ ér'tezhon /

F

involving, relating to, or supplied
by the upward movement of water
under hydrostatic pressure in rocks
or unconsolidated material beneath
Earth’s surface.

The water bubbling up in the
pasture was coming from an
artesian spring.

arthritis

n

/ dr'thrid-ds /

Gk

inflammation of one or more joints
due to infectious, metabolic, or
constitutional causes.

Theo'’s arthritis kept him from
playing tennis.

arthroscopy

artichoke

n

/ 'arda.chok /

Ar>1It

the flower head of a tall herb that
resembles a thistle and is cooked as
a vegetable.

Norm demonstrated the proper way
to eat an artichoke.

article
articulacy

artifice

n

/ 'drdafds /

L

a wily or artful stratagem.
Emma saw the artifice of Jane’s
reserved response, and she
returned to her first surmises.

artificial
artillerist

artillery

n

/ar'til(o)re /

F>E

the missiles discharged by the
weapons of war.

The May Day parade in Red
Square was widely known for its
display of artillery.

arviculture

ascend
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ascension

n

/ 9'senchon /

L

the act or process of going upward
from a lower level or degree.

The article describes Tiger
Woods’s rapid ascension to the top
rank of golfers.

ascertained

v

/ aso(r)'tand /

L>F>E

made sure of : discovered.

In the moonlight, the form of the
heretofore unknown might now be
ascertained.

asceticism

ascribable

adj

/ o'skribabal /

L

capable of being attributed to a
supposed cause, source, or author.
Dad explained that the two books
were ascribable to the same author
under different pen names.

asinine

askew

adv

/ o'skyii /

E+F>E

out of line : to one side.

Jared’s house was leaning because
one of the joists had gone askew.

asparagus

n

/ o'sparagas /

Gk>L

a plant widely cultivated for its
tender edible young shoots.

Jack didn’t touch the asparagus his
mother served him.



2004 Scripps National Spelling Bee Consolidated Word List: Words Appearing Frequently

aspartame

n

/ 'aspa(r)tam /

L>ISV

a noncarbohydrate crystalline
compound that is formed from the
amino acids phenylalanine and
aspartic acid and is used as a low-
calorie sweetener.

Since Bertha began her diet, she
prefers foods that are sweetened
with aspartame.

aspersion

n

/ 9'sparzhan /

L

a calumnious or defamatory
expression or reflection.

Questions about Tom’s handling of
the club’s petty cash cast an
aspersion on his honesty.

asphalt

asphodel

n

/ 'asfadel /

Gk

any of various Old World usually
perennial herbs that bear their
flowers in long erect racemes.
Bernice thought that an asphodel
would complete the bouquet nicely.

asphyxiant
asphyxiate

asphyxiated

v

/ a'sfikse.adad /

Gk

killed or made unconscious by
obstruction of normal breathing.
When the volcano erupted, many of
the town’s inhabitants were
asphyxiated by the dust and ashes.

aspirin

n

/ 'asp(9)rén /

ISV

a white crystalline compound of
salicylic acid used especially in
tablet form as a pain-Kkiller.

Tests have shown that small, daily
doses of aspirin can reduce the risk
of stroke.

assailant
assassin

assassinate

v

/ o'sas’nat /

L>F

murder (usually a prominent
person).

The newspapers carried gripping
accounts of an attempt to
assassinate the prime minister.

assemblage

assess
\

/a'ses /

L

determine the rate or amount of.
Joyce’s job with the insurance
company was to assess damages.

asseveration

n

/ aiseva'rashon /

L

positive or emphatic affirmation or
assertion : solemn declaration.

The jury did not believe the
defendant’s asseveration of
innocence.

assiduously

adv

/ d'sijowasle /

L + Ecf

in a diligent, attentive, or solicitous
manner.

Lucinda questioned her brother
assiduously before his interview.

assimilate

v

/ 9'simailat /

L

receive into the mind and consider
and thoroughly comprehend.
Sandy needs time to sort things out
and assimilate them properly.

assimilation
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assonance

n

/ 'as’nan(t)s /

L + Fcf

relatively close juxtaposition of
similar sounds especially of
vowels.

“Zip your lips” was the teacher’s
favorite example of assonance.

assuage

v

/o'swaj /

L>F>E

reduce to a state of peace, calm, or
quiet : mollify, pacify.

No one could assuage Bertina after
she dropped her ice-cream cone.

assuagement

Assyrian

adj

/ o'sir€on /

geog name

of, relating to, or characteristic of
Assyria, an ancient empire of
western Asia.

The doorways of the Assyrian
palace of Nineveh were flanked by
large winged bulls.

asthmatic

adj

/ az'madik /

Gk>L

caused by or affected with labored
breathing.

Because of Pam’s asthmatic
condition, her mother had to dust
and vacuum the house every day.

astigmatism

n

/ o'stigmaitizom /

Gk + Ecf

a defect of an optical system (as of
the eye) that prevents light from
focusing accurately and results in a
blurred image.

Amy’s new eyeglasses correct her
astigmatism.
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astringe

v

/ 9'strinj /

L

cause (tissue) to draw together :
constrict.

Larry uses witch hazel to astringe
his facial pores.

astrogator

astronomy

n

/ 9'strdnome /

Gk

the science that treats of the
celestial bodies.

Astronomy is a popular topic for
science writers.

astuteness

n

/ o'st(y)iitnas /

L + Ecf

the quality or state of having or
displaying shrewd discernment and
sagacity.

The candidate showed political
astuteness in attacking his
opponent’s weak arguments.

asylum
asymmetry

atelier

n

/ad’l'ya/

L>F

an artist’s studio or workroom.
Ken hoped to find some affordable
loft space downtown for his atelier.

athletic

atmosphere

n

/ ‘atmasfi(e)r /

Gk

the air of a given place especially
as affected by a particular
characteristic (as heat, moisture,
wholesomeness, or
unwholesomeness).

Christy could barely tolerate the
close atmosphere of her one-room
schoolhouse.

atmospheric

adj

/ atma'sfirik /

Gk+Gk>L>F

of or relating to the whole mass of
air surrounding Earth.

Only two elements are known to be
liquid under atmospheric
conditions: mercury and bromine.

atomic
atrabilious

atrichia

n

/ a'trikea /

Gk

congenital or acquired baldness.
Some dogs are afflicted with
atrichia from birth.

atrium

atrocious

adj

/ o'troshas /

L

markedly inferior in quality.
Mprs. Diamond vowed to do
something about her grandson’s
atrocious table manners.

atrophy

v

/ ‘atrof€ /

Gk>L

undergo a wasting away or
progressive decline.

Jay knows that his muscles will
atrophy while he recuperates from

surgery.

attenuate

adj

/ d'tenyawat /

L

tapering gradually often into a long
slender point.

The locust tree has narrow
attenuate leaves.
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attitude

n

/'adaitiid /

L>1t

[Note: The definition provided is
not the one most commonly
associated with this word.] any
posture held momentarily in
dancing.

The premier danseur held his final
attitude briefly, then leapt offstage
to thunderous applause.

attitudinal

attrition

n

/ d'trishon /

L

a usually gradual loss of personnel
from causes normal or peculiar to a
given situation (as death,
retirement, and resignation in a
labor force) often without filling
the vacancies.

The CEO promised that all of the
cuts would come from attrition; no
employees would be laid off.

aubade

auctioneer

n

/ «0ksha'ni(e)r /

L + Ecf

one who conducts the sale of goods
at public auction usually as an
agent on commission.

The auctioneer at the antique sale
had a booming voice.

audacious

adj

/ 6'dashas /

L

recklesslessly venturesome :
presumptuously bold.

Tom’s audacious disregard for
physical limitations will catch up
with him sooner or later.

audacity
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audience

n

/ 'odean(t)s /

L

[has homonym: audients] those
attending a stage or film production
or viewing a televised program.
The audience erupted with
thunderous applause at the act’s
conclusion.

audition

n

/ 6'dishon /

LorF

a trial performance to appraise an
entertainer’s merits.

After hearing Alice’s stunning
audition, the director offered her
the role without hesitation.

auger
augment

augur

v

/'oga(r) /

L

[has homonym and near homonym:
auger and agar] give indirect
evidence of : portend.

The club members’ enthusiasm and
dedication augur success for the
club’s projects.

augury

auk

n

/'ok /

ON > Norw or Icelandic

any of several black and white
short-necked diving seabirds that
nest in colder parts of the Northern
Hemisphere.

In one of her books, Laura Ingalls
Wilder writes of a strange
midwinter encounter with a stray
bird resembling an auk.

aureate

adj

/ ‘oreat /

L

marked by a rhetorical style that is
affected, grandiloquent, and
heavily ornamental.

Many students today have little
appreciation of the aureate
language of English Renaissance

poetry.

aureity

n

/ o'reade /

L + Ecf

the distinctive properties of gold.
Pyrite’s apparent aureity has
Jfooled many a prospector.

aurelian

n

/ o'r€lyon /

L + Ecf

a collector and breeder of moths
and butterflies.

Sarah admired the beautiful
butterflies pictured in the book by
Mr. Jacobson, a well-known
aurelian.

auricle

n

/ 'orakal /

L

[has homonym: oracle] a chamber
of the heart that receives blood
from the veins and forces it into the
ventricle or ventricles.

The heart of a fish has one auricle
and one ventricle.

auricular

adj

/ o'rikyala(r) /

L

of, relating to, or using the ear or
the sense of hearing.

George’s understanding of
unfamiliar words is auricular; that
is, he must hear out loud the words
he reads before he can comprehend
them.
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auriferous

adj

/ O'riforas /

L+ Ecf

gold-bearing—used of gravels and
rocks.

The auriferous quartz veins
sparkled in the sunlight.

aurora

n

/ 9'rora /

L

the redness of the sky just before
the Sun rises.

As the aurora began to brighten the
sky, the airline passengers eagerly
looked out their windows to see the
rising Sun.

auscultation

n

/ Oskal'tashon /

L

the act of listening to sounds
arising within organs (as the lungs
or heart) as an aid to diagnosis and
treatment.

Warming her stethoscope with her
hands before performing
auscultation has become second
nature to Dr. Harris.

auslander

auspices

npl

/ 'Ospdsdz /

L

patronage and kindly guidance :
protection.

The medical team entered the
country under the auspices of the
International Red Cross.

austere

adj

/ o0'sti(e)r /

GK>L>F>E

stern and unyielding in appearance
and manner.

The substitute teacher was austere
and humorless.
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authentic

adj

/ osthentik /

Gk>L>F>E

worthy of acceptance or belief by
reason of conforming to fact or
reality.

The restoration society aims to
provide an authentic reproduction
of the colonial village.

author

authoritative

adj

/ o'thdratadiv /

L

exercising or assuming power to
influence the outward behavior of
others.

Dr. Martin issued the instructions
in an authoritative manner.

autobahn

n

/'audobén /

Gk>G+G

aroad in Germany with double
traffic lanes in each direction
separated by a parkway.

Klaus pulled his Mercedes over to
the side of the autobahn to read the
map.

autodidact
autonomous

autonomy

n

/ 0'tinome /

Gk

the quality or state of being
independent, free, and self-
directing.

After years of fighting the colonial
government, the island was finally
granted autonomy.

autopsy

n

/ 'Oitédpse /

Gk

examination of the body after
death, usually with dissection.
An autopsy showed that arsenic
was the cause of death.

autumn

autumnal

adj

/ (\)o'tomnal /

L

characterized by qualities
associated with or suggested by the
season between summer and
winter.

Jessica’s new paintings have a
serene, autumnal warmth.

auxiliary

adj

/ 0g'zilyore /

L

offering or providing help,
assistance, or support especially by
interaction.

Roland volunteers as an auxiliary
guide for the local Youth
Mountaineers Club.

available

avalanche

n

/ 'avalanch /

F

a large mass of snow, ice, earth,
rock, or other material in swift
motion down a mountainside.
The tiny Swiss village was
destroyed by an avalanche.

avalement

avarice

n

/'avaras /

L>F>E

excessive desire for wealth or gain.
Pride, avarice, and gluttony are
among the seven deadly sins.
avaricious

averred

aviator

avionics
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avocado

n

/ava'ki()do /

Nahuatl > Sp

the pulpy green or purple
somewhat pear-shaped edible fruit
of various tropical American trees.
Tanisha'’s first taste of sushi was a
roll containing avocado, crab, and
cucumber.

avocet

n

/'avaiset /

F&lIt

any of several rather large long-
legged shore birds having webbed
feet and a slender upwardly curved
bill.

Making their way through the
marsh, the birders happened on a
foraging avocet.

avoirdupois

avuncular

adj

/ 9'vapkyala(r) /

L

acting or speaking with the
familiarity, kindness, or indulgence
of an uncle.

Morris took an avuncular tone with
Susan when he advised her on her
college plans, even though he was
her elder by only three years.

awe

n

1'o/

ON>E

[has homonym: aw] abashed
reverence and fear inspired by
authority or power.

The good people of Sleepy Hollow
were often filled with awe at
hearing his nasal melody floating
from the distant hill.

awestruck

awl
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awry

adv

/ari/

E

wrong, amiss.

Gayle’s plans for the victory
parade went hopelessly awry.

axiology

axiom

n

/ 'aks€om /

Gk

a proposition, rule, or maxim that
has found general acceptance or is
thought worthy thereof.

“Early to bed, early to rise” is
Uncle Abdul’s favorite axiom.

axunge

n

/ 'akisonj /

L

fat or grease usually of pigs or of
geese.

Suzanne’s cookbook of home
remedies recommended axunge to
soothe minor burns.

ayatollah

n

/ 1o'tola /

Ar > Per

a religious leader among Shiite
Muslims—used as a title of respect
especially for one who is not an
imam.

When Ayatollah Khomeini gained
political control of Iran in 1979, he
re-created it as a religious Islamic
republic.

azimuth

n

/ 'azomath /

Ar

an arc of the horizon measured
between a fixed point and the
vertical circle passing through the
center of an object.

Using a compass, the navigator
estimated the azimuth of the star.

azotea

azure

adj

/ 'azha(r) /

Per>Ar>Sp>F

resembling the color of the
unclouded sky.

Sarah prefers to call her eyes
“azure” instead of “blue.”
babblative

adj

/ 'bablodiv /

E imitative?

given to excessive talking :
garrulous.

The babblative waitress called
everyone at our table
“sweetheart.”

baboon

n

/ ba'biin /

F>E

a large primate with a short tail and
a doglike snout.

The children at the zoo were
entertained by the strange sounds
of the baboon.

babushka

n

/ ba'bushka /

Russ

a triangularly folded kerchief worn
over the head and usually tied
under the chin.

Emma’s Ukrainian doll wears a
red babushka and an elaborately
embroidered apron.

Babylonian

adj

/ baba'lonyen /

Heb > Gk

of, relating to, or characteristic of
Babylonia, an ancient country of
southern Mesopotamia.

Houses and temples of the Old
Babylonian Kingdom have square
open courts, arched doorways, and
battlemented walls.

baccalaureate

n

/ baka'loreat /

L

the degree of bachelor conferred by
universities and colleges.

Marika earned a baccalaureate at
the age of 12.
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bacchanalian

bacciferous

adj

/ bak'sif(a)ras /

L + Ecf

bearing berries.

Sylvia took care not to park her car
under any bacciferous trees.

bachelor

n

/ 'bach(a)la(r) /

Celt>L>F>E

an unmarried man of marriageable
age.

Kendrick was the only bachelor
living in the apartment building.

bacillus

n

/ ba'siles /

L

a disease-producing bacterium.
Kendra will use a powerful
disinfectant to kill any bacillus that
might be lurking on the counter

top.
backfisch

backgammon

n

/ 'bak.gaman /

E

a game played with dice and
counters on a board divided into
two tables each marked with 12
points in which each player tries to
move his own counters from point
to point and off the board.

Ed explained to Tim that the game
board edged with tall, thin
triangles was used to play
backgammon.

bacteriolytic

adj

/ bak tirga'lidik /

Gk>L

of, relating to, or producing the
destruction or dissolution of
bacterial cells.

The bacteriolytic power of blood
helps the body overcome many
diseases.

badgeringly
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badigeon

n

/ ba'dijen /

F

a cement or paste (as of plaster and
powdered freestone) used to fill
holes or cover defects in wood or
stone.

The plasterer smeared badigeon in
the pockmarks on the wall.

badinage

n

/ bad’n'dzh /

L>OProv>F

light and playful repartee or wit :
banter.

Mprs. Lopez, our bus driver,
frequently engages in badinage
with her lively passengers.

badminton

n

/ 'badmint’n /

E geog name

a court game played by two or four
persons with light long-handled
rackets and a shuttlecock volleyed
over a net.

After lunch John suggested a
leisurely game of badminton.

Baedeker

n

/ 'badaka(r) /

G name

guidebook, handbook.

By the time his Italian vacation was
over, Ronnie’s Baedeker had come
apart at the spine.

bagatelle

n

/ bagao'tel /

L>It>F

a game played with a cue and
usually nine balls on an oblong
table having cups or both cups and
arches at one end.

Aaron is an excellent snooker
player but is unfamiliar with the
rules of bagatelle.

bagel

baignoire

n

/ ban'wir /

L>F

[Note: Could be confused with
peignoir.] a theater box having low
partitions that is in the lowest tier.
Seats in the baignoire afforded an
unobscured view of the stage.

bailiff

n

/ 'balaf /

F>E

a court officer who seats witnesses
and spectators, announces the
entrance of the judge, and keeps
order in the court.

Judge Cantor asked the bailiff to
remove Mr. Sims from the
courtroom.

bailiwick

n

/ 'balewik /

E

field of activity : sphere of
operations.

Only when the topic was
birdwatching, his particular
bailiwick, did Robin feel at ease
talking to strangers.

baize

balaclava

n

/ balo'kldve /

Crimean geog name

a hoodlike knitted cap covering the
head, neck, and part of the
shoulders and worn especially by
soldiers and mountaineers.

Every climber wore a balaclava for
protection from the cold air.

balalaika

n

/ bala'lika /

Russ

an instrument of the guitar kind
having a triangular wooden body
and from two to four strings.
Viadimir strummed the balalaika
and sang a Ukrainian folk song.
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balbriggan

n

/ bal'brigen /

Ir geog name

a plain-stitch knitted often tubular
usually cotton fabric used
especially for underwear, hosiery,
or sweaters.

Moira’s imported Irish sweater was
made of balbriggan.

balcony

n

/ 'balkeng /

Gme > It

an interior projecting gallery in a
public building (as a theater);
specifically : such a gallery
immediately above the main floor.
Tickets for seats in the balcony sold
out before those in the orchestra.

balestra
ballast

ballerina

n

/ balo'rena /

L>1t

a female ballet dancer.

Although the ballerina seemed a bit
nervous before her performance,
her dancing was faultless.

balletomane

n

/ ba'ledaman /

L>It>F +Ecff+Gk>L>E

one who takes extraordinary delight
in artistic dance performances.

The well-known balletomane took
roses to every performance.

ballistic

adj

/ ba'listik /

Gk>L

of or belonging to the hurling of
missiles.

Simon used ballistic laws to
determine where the arrow would
land.
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ballistics

n pl

/ ba'listiks /

Gk>L

the science of the motion of
powder-propelled projectiles in
flight.

An expert in ballistics testified that
the fatal bullet had been fired from
the defendant’s gun.

balloon

balminess

n

/ 'bdmenas /

Semitic? > Gk > L >F > E + Ecff
the quality or state of being mild or
soothing.

The balminess of the evening
breeze helped Kate forget the
accident.

balmoral

n

/ bal'moral /

Scottish geog name

a boot or shoe that is laced in front;
especially : an oxford shoe with
quarters meeting and centered over
a separate tongue.

The balmoral first became
fashionable in the 1850s, when
Prince Albert popularized this type
of shoe.

balneation

n

/ balng&'ashon /

L

the act or action of bathing.

Alicia uses a sponge to assist in her
daily balneation.

balsam

n

/ 'bolsam /

L

an aromatic substance flowing
spontaneously or by incision from a
plant and not necessarily remaining
liquid.

When Henrietta retrieved the ball
from the branches of the fir tree,
the balsam made her fingers sticky.

balustrade

n

/ 'balasstrad /

It>F

a row of short supports topped by a
rail to serve as an open parapet.
Juliet leaned on the balustrade and
gazed down at Romeo with adoring
eyes.

bamboo

bamboozle

v

/ bam'biizal /

unknown

conceal one’s true motives from
someone, especially by elaborately
feigning good intentions so as to
gain an end or achieve an
advantage : mislead, hoodwink.
Gavin tried to bamboozle his
neighbor into offering her garage
for his party by saying how much it
needed a good airing out.

banality

n

/ ba'nalade /

F

the quality of lacking originality,
freshness, or novelty.

Pearl’s English teacher commented
on the banality of much of the
class’s poetry.

banana

n

/ ba'nana /

African > Sp or Pg

the elongated often curved and
usually tapering fruit of the banana
plant having soft pulpy flesh and a
rind that is usually yellow when
ripe.

To introduce fractions, the teacher
showed her students how a banana
can be divided lengthwise into
thirds.

banausic

adj

/ ba'nosik /

Gk

moneymaking, breadwinning :
vocational.

Brandon showed no inclination
toward banausic pursuits.
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bandage

n

/ 'bandij /

F

a narrow length of fabric used to
cover a wound, hold a dressing in
place, immobilize an injured part,
or apply pressure.

Mom immediately cleaned and put
a bandage on Ted’s scraped knee.

bandalore

n

/ 'bandalo(o)r /

unknown

a toy with an automatically
winding cord by which it is brought
back to the hand when thrown.
Jeffrey brought a bandalore to
school for show-and-tell.

bandicoot

n

/ 'bandekiit /

Telugu

any of certain small active
insectivorous and herbivorous
marsupial mammals found in
Oceania.

Some species of bandicoot are
endangered.

banditry

n

/ 'bandatre /

Gme > It

the practice of roving about and
pillaging especially in
semiorganized groups.

With the government in chaos,
outbreaks of banditry were
common throughout the country.

banishment
banjo
banjorine
bankruptcy
banquet

baobab
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baptismal

adj

/ bap'tizmal /

Gk>L>F

of or relating to the ceremony of
admitting one into membership in a
Christian church with the use of
water by immersion, pouring, or
sprinkling.

The church’s new baptismal font is
made of Italian marble.

baragouin

n

/ 'baragwa" /

F

outlandish unintelligible speech.
The explorer was taken aback by
the baragouin of the excited
natives.

barbaric

adj

/ bar'barik /

Gk>L

of, relating to, or characteristic of
one who lacks refinement,
gentleness, learning, or artistic or
literary culture.

Harold was embarrassed by his
little brother’s barbaric table
manners.

barbarism
barbarous

barbellate

adj

/ 'barbalat /

L

having short stiff hooked bristles or
hairs.

The biology students were asked to
identify animals with barbellate
hides.

barbican

n

/ 'barbdken /

L>F>E

an outer defensive work of a city or
castle.

The invaders aimed their catapult
at the castle’s barbican.

barbiturate

n

/ bar'bicharat /

Gk

any of a large group of acids or
their salts that are used as
sedatives, hypnotics, and
antispamodics.

Even a mild barbiturate can be
habit-forming if used incorrectly.

bardiglio

n

/ bér'del(,)yo /

L?>Sp>1t

an Italian marble commonly having
a dark gray or bluish ground
traversed by veins.

The most exquisite mantel in the
country estate was made of
bardiglio.

bargain
bargello

bariolage

n

/ 'bareoldzh /

F

a special effect in violin playing
obtained by playing in rapid
alternation upon open and stopped
strings.

Bjorn’s deft bariolage during the
third movement thrilled the
audience.

barker

barnacle

n

/ 'bédrnakal /

E

any of numerous marine
crustaceans that are free-swimming
as larvae but fixed to rocks or
floating objects as adults.

The sailors scraped many a
barnacle from the sides of the ship.

barnacled
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barnstorm

v

/ 'bérnz,torm /

E+E

tour through rural districts staging
theatrical performances in large
farm buildings or makeshift
theaters.

The troupe set off in buses to
barnstorm the Midwest with their
version of The Music Man.

barognosis

n

/ bardg'nosds /

Gk>L

the perception of weight by the
cutaneous and muscle senses.

The loss of barognosis is a
symptom of some muscle diseases.

barometer

n

/ ba'ramad-a(r) /

Gk + Gk

an instrument for determining the
pressure of the atmosphere.

Erica predicts the weather by using
the barometer located on her
kitchen wall.

baronet

n

/ bara'net /

Gmc>F>E

the holder of a dignity or degree of
honor ranking immediately below a
baron and above a knight.

The baronet swaggered among the
knights but quailed before the
baron.

baronial

adj

/ ba'rongal /

F>E

splendid, stately, spacious, ample.
The baronial fireplace had enough
room to hold six-foot logs.
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baroque

adj

/ ba'rok /

It name? > F

of, relating to, or having the
characteristics of a style of artistic
expression prevalent especially in
the 17th century, marked by
elaborate and sometimes grotesque
ornamentation.

The baroque style in art and
architecture was marked by the use
of curved figures.

barothermograph

n

/ baro'tharma,graf /

Gk + Gk + Gk

an instrument for recording both
pressure and temperature

(as of the atmosphere).

The barothermograph was first
used to collect atmospheric data in
1895.

barouche

n

/ ba'riish /

L>1t>G

a four-wheeled shallow carriage
with a driver’s seat high in front,
two double seats inside, one facing
back and the other front, and a
folding top over the back seat.
Michelle and Phil rode to the prom
in a barouche.

barracks

npl

/ 'baroks /

Catal > F

an often permanent building or set
of buildings used especially for
lodging soldiers.

Each new recruit was assigned a
bunk in the barracks.

barrage

n

/ ba'rdzh /

F

a massive concentrated and usually
continuous discharge or shower (as
of missiles or blows).

In Puritan New England, those who
broke the law were sometimes put
to death by a barrage of stones.

barratry

n

/ 'baratre /

F>E

the persistent incitement of
litigation.

Barratry has overloaded our
country's courts.

barrel

n

/ 'baral /

F>E

[Note: The definition provided is
not the one most commonly
associated with this word.] a unit of
measure for petroleum equal to 42
gallons.

Sheiks wept as the price of oil
dropped below 17 dollars per
barrel.

barren

adj

/ 'baren /

F>E

[has homonym: baron] deficient in
producing vegetation : bare,
desolate.

The overcultivated land, once
fertile, was now barren.

barricade

n

/ 'barakad /

F

a barrier or obstacle that prevents
passage.

A police barricade kept the crowds
at a safe distance from the burning
building.

barrio

n

/'bareo /

Ar>Sp

a Spanish-speaking neighborhood
or quarter in a city or town in the
United States especially in the
Southwest.

The politician continually reminded
the public of his roots in the barrio.
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bartizan

n

/ 'bard-ozon /

E

a small structure overhanging or
projecting from a building for
lookout or defense.

The guard posted at the bartizan
was the first to spot the
approaching army.

bascule

n

/ 'basskytil /

F

an apparatus or structure in which
one end is counterbalanced by the
other on the principle of the seesaw
or by weights (as in a bascule
bridge).

The castle architect proposed
building a bascule over the moat.

bashful
basilica

basilisk

n

/ 'basalisk /

Gk>L>E

a legendary reptile that has a fatal
breath and glance.

Jessie debated whether to
incorporate a basilisk or a
poisonous snake into her fable.

basin

basmati

n

/ bdz'méde /

Hindi

a cultivated South Asian long grain
rice.

Jacques enjoys the aroma of
basmati.

bassoon

bastion

n

/ 'baschon /

Gmce > Prov >F

a projecting part of a fortification.
Matthew paused at the castle
bastion to look out over the
countryside.
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bathymeter

n

/ ba'thimad-a(r) /

Gk>1ISV + Gk >F

a device for the sounding of depths.
Proper use of the bathymeter was
crucial as Captain Byron navigated
through the shallows in the fog.

bathymetry
bathyscaphe

batik

n

/ ba'tek /

Javanese > Malay

an Indonesian method of hand-
printing textiles by coating parts of
the fabric with wax to resist dye
and dipping in a cold dye solution.
Sheila used both batik and tie-dye
in her T-shirt creations.

batiste
batrachoid

battalion

n

/ ba'talyen /

L>1t>F

a considerable body of troops
organized to act together : army.
The commander advanced the
battalion confidently when he saw
the pitifully few defenders
remaining at the castle walls.

bauble

bavardage

n

/ bava(r)'ddzh /

L>F

small talk, chitchat.

After a stressful math class, Cora
welcomed the opportunity for
bavardage with her friends in the
cafeteria.

bayonet

bayou

n

/'biy)ti /

Choctaw > Louisiana F

a creek, secondary watercourse, or
minor river that is tributary to
another river or other body of
water.

Dale’s grandfather lives near a
bayou in southern Alabama.

bazooka

n

/ ba'ziika /

Amer E

a light portable usually crew-served
shoulder weapon used especially to
launch armor-piercing rockets.
Lenny begged his mother for the
tank, bazooka, and toy soldiers that
he had seen in a commercial.

beachcomber

beacon

n

/ 'bekon /

E

a signal fire or lighthouse
commonly on a hill, tower, or pole.
That lighthouse once served as a
beacon for ships nearing the shore.

beaker

n

/ 'beka(r) /

Old Saxon > ON > E

a deep openmouthed thin vessel
that often has a projecting lip for
pouring and is used especially by
chemists and pharmacists.

As Frank reached for the pipette,
he knocked an acid-filled beaker off
the lab bench.

beatitude
beaujolais

beaumontage

n

/ bo'méntij /

unknown > French

a composition used by artisans to
fill and conceal holes or cracks in
wood or metal.

Bart asked the conservator to
replace all the old beaumontage in
the statuette.
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beauteous
bedizenment

bedlam

n

/ 'bedlom /

Palestinian geog name > E

a place or scene of wild mad
uproar.

After the final game of the
championship, the parking lot was
bedlam.

bedstead
beflustered
beforehand
beggar

beguile

v

/bd'gil/

E

gain the notice of by the use of
wiles : charm.

The teenager tried to beguile her
teacher into giving her a good
grade.

beguiling

adj

/ ba'gilin /

E

provoking pleased interest and
diverting from concern or vexation.
Todd blamed the beguiling
influence of TV for his low grades.

beguine

n

/bd'gen /

F

a vigorous popular dance of the
islands of Saint Lucia and
Martinique somewhat like the
rumba.

Cole Porter’s song “Begin the
Beguine” started the beguine on
the road to popularity in this
country.
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behemoth

n

/ bd'hemath /

Heb>L>E

something of oppressive or
monstrous size or power.

Anwar’s wrestling opponent was a
behemoth of a man.

beige

adj

/ 'bazh /

Per? > Gk? >L1L?>1t? > F

of a variable color averaging light
grayish yellowish brown.

Tired of the beige walls in her
home, Ellen decided to repaint all
the rooms with bold colors.

beleaguer

v

/ bd'lega(r) /

D

subject to oppressive or grievous
forces.

In June the black flies will invade
the campsite and beleaguer the
unsuspecting campers.

belemnoid

adj

/ 'belommnoid /

Gk

shaped like a dart.

The museum’s collection included
belemnoid carvings of unknown
origin.

believe
bellicose

belligerent

adj

/ bd'lij(o)ront /

L

waging war.

The victorious faction is setting up
an interim government and purging
its belligerent enemies.

bellipotent

adj

/ be'lipad-ont /

L+L

mighty in war.

The nation’s desire to become a
bellipotent power resulted in a
drastic increase in its defense
budget.

bellwether

n

/ 'beliwetha(r) /
E

one that takes the lead or initiative :

leader.

Brooke’s firm has long been
considered a bellwether in the
industry.

bellwort
belomancy
belton

benediction

n

/ bena'dikshon /

L

an expression or utterance of
blessing or good wishes.

Alta’s mother orated an impressive
benediction at her wedding
reception.

beneficence

beneficent

adj

/ bad'nefosaont /

L + Ecf

performing acts of kindness and
charity.

Thanks to the generosity of a
beneficent contributor, the
symphony will be funded for
another season.

benevolence

n

/ bd'nevalon(t)s /

L

kindly disposition to do good and
promote the welfare of others.

As a result of his grandfather’s
benevolence, Chad was able to
afford an Ivy League education.
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benevolent

adj

/ ba'nevalont /

L>E

marked by a kindly disposition to
promote the happiness and
prosperity of others.

Elmer received a commendation for
his benevolent actions.

benignant

adj

/ bd'nignont /

L

kindly, mild, gentle.

The department store always chose
a Santa Claus with a benignant
countenance.

benison

n

/ 'benasen /

L>F>E

[Note: Could be confused with
venison.] the pronouncing of a
blessing : benediction.

Tim’s favorite vocal benison is his
youth choir’s rendition of the Irish
Blessing.

bequeath

berceuse

n

/ ber'sa(r)z /

F

a vocal or instrumental composition
of a soothing character.

Maya hummed a berceuse to her
son to soothe him to sleep.

bereave

bereavement

n

/ bad'revment /

E

deprivation; especially : loss of a
loved one by death.

Some scientific studies have shown
that bereavement, such as the loss
of a spouse, can affect one’s
immunity to illness.
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beret

n

/bara/

Prov>F

a soft flat visorless cap of woolen
material originally worn by Basque
peasants.

The painter’s beret was a bit
tattered and moth-eaten.

bergamot

n

/ 'bargamiit /

Turk >1t>F

an essential oil much used in
perfumery.

Elisa was wearing cologne scented
with bergamot.

bergschrund

n

/ 'berkishrunt /

G

a deep and often broad crevasse or
series of such crevasses frequently
occurring near the head of a
mountain glacier.

The rescuers descended into the
bergschrund to reach the injured
mountain climber.

beriberi

n

/ bere'bere /

Sinhalese

a disease caused by a lack of or
inability to assimilate vitamin B-1.
The symptoms of beriberi usually
respond well to dietary
improvements.

berouged

berylloid

n

/ 'beraloid /

Indic > Gk > L > F + Ecf

a form consisting of a double 12-
sided pyramid.

The jeweler decided to cut the
unusual crystal into a berylloid to
heighten its allure to potential
buyers.

besmirched

besom

n

/ 'b&€zom /

E

a broom made with a bundle of
twigs.

Milena pretended she was a
pioneer, sweeping out the garage
with a crudely constructed besom.

bestial
betacism

bethel

n

/ 'bethal /

Heb

a place of worship, as a chapel for
nonconformists.

The shelter overlooking the
waterfall has become a bethel for
Sunday morning hikers who want
to contemplate the grandeur of
nature.

bevel

v

/ 'beval /

F

cut or shape to an angle : put a slant
on the edge of.

Rhoda wants the glass shop to
bevel her mirror before it is
framed.

bevy

n

/ 'beve /

E

a usually large group or collection.
A bevy of reporters crowded
around the gold medal winner.

bewilder

bewitched

v

/ bd'wicht /

E

cast a spell over.

Some say a sorceress bewitched the
valley during the early days of
settlement.

bialys
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bibelot

n

/ 'bebalo /

Gk>L>F

a small household ornament or
decorative object : trinket.
Mprs. Carnes gave her toddler a
bibelot to play with while the
women discussed plans for the
rally.

biblioclast
bibliography
biblioklept

bibliopegy

n

/ bible'dpaje /

Gk + Gk

the art of binding books.

A local bookbinder visited the class
and explained how bibliopegy is
both a craft and an art.

bibliothecarial

adj

/ bibleathd'ka(a)real /

Gk + Lef

of or related to a library.
Thurmond has great interest in the
Dewey decimal system and other
things bibliothecarial.

bibliotics

npl

/ bible'dadiks /

Gk

the scientific study of handwriting,
documents, and writing materials
especially for determining
genuineness or authorship.
Several experts in bibliotics were
asked to examine the scroll.

bicameral

adj

/ bi'kam(a)ral /

L

having or made up of two distinct
legislative bodies.

The U.S. Congress is bicameral,
consisting of the Senate and the
House of Representatives.
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bicentennial

n

/ bisen'tengal /

Lef+L+L>E

a 200th anniversary or its
celebration.

Bargersville will celebrate the
bicentennial of its founding next
year.

biceps
biennial

bifurcation

n

/ bifor'kashen /

L>F

the point at which separation or
branching into two parts, areas,
aspects, or connected segments
occurs.

Satish pulled his car over and
studied the map when he reached a
bifurcation in the road.

bijou

bijouterie

n

/ be'zhiitore /

F

jewelry in which delicate or
intricate metalwork contributes
more to the value than do the
constituent materials.

Marge scoured the display case in
the antique shop for an addition to
her collection of bijouterie.

bikini

n

/ ba'kene /

Pacific geog name

a woman’s abbreviated two-piece
bathing suit.

Joan'’s father does not approve of
the bikini she would like to
purchase.

bilateral

adj

/ bi'ladoral /

L>Ecf+L

of or relating to the right and left
sides of a central area.

The maple leaf exhibits bilateral
symmetry.

bilge

n

/'bilj/

unknown

water that collects by seepage or
leakage in the bottom of a ship or
other vessel.

Jeannie awoke to find bilge
sloshing against her bunk.

bilharzia
bilingual

billeted

v

/ 'biladdad /

L>F>E

served with an official order
directing that a member of a
military force be provided with
board and lodging (as in a private
home).

During the Civil War it was not
uncommon for homeowners to be
billeted.

billiards

n pl

/ 'bilya(r)dz /

Celt>F

any of several games played on an
oblong table in which small balls
are driven against one another or
into pockets by means of a cue.
Honoria supplemented her
scholarship money by playing
billiards for pocket change.

billionaire

billon

n

/ 'bilan /

F

gold or silver alloyed with a
considerable amount of some less
valuable metal.

The numismatist showed the wide-
eyed youngster several coins made
of billon.

biloculine

bimestrial
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bimillenary

n

/ bi'milanere /

L

a 2000th anniversary or its
celebration.

In 1951 the city of Paris celebrated
the bimillenary of its founding.

binary

adj

/ 'blnere /

L

involving a choice or condition of
two alternatives only (as on-off or
yes-no).

The symbols conventionally used in
a binary system of numeration are
0and 1.

binoculars

npl

/ ba'ndkyala(r)z /

L>E+L

a handheld optical instrument
composed of two telescopes and a
focusing device and usually having
prisms to increase magnifying
ability.

Binoculars have proved to be a
great boon to bird-watching.

binomial

bioluminescent

adj

/ bi(,)oliima'nes’nt /

Gk+L

of, relating to, or characterized by
the emission of light from living
organisms as the result of internal
oxidative changes.
Bioluminescent animals occur in at
least 39 orders of the animal
kingdom.

biopsy

bireme
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bisagre

n

/ ba'sa()gre /

MexSp

a small spiny cactus of Mexico and
the southwestern United States that
is sometimes cut into slices and
candied.

Elena often rewarded her
children’s good behavior with
slices of bisagre.

biscuit

n

/ 'biskat /

(L+L)>F>E

a quick bread made in a small
shape from dough that has been
rolled and cut or dropped and that
is raised in the baking by a
leavening agent other than yeast.
A hot biscuit with butter and honey
was the best part of the lunch.

bise

n

/ 'bez/

Gmec>F>E

[has homonym: bees] a cold wind,
especially : a cold dry north wind
of southern France, Switzerland,
and Italy.

Jake was told that he would need to
pack warm clothes to withstand the
bise while he toured Switzerland.

bisector
bittern

bivouac

n

/ 'biviwak /

G>F

a camping out for a night.
Private Slater packed a peanut
butter sandwich for his bivouac.

bizarre

adj

/ bad'zér /

It>F

[has near homonym: bazaar] being
strikingly out of the ordinary or at
variance with some standard, real
or implied.

Todd’s bizarre behavior prompted
his parents to call a doctor.

blague

v

/ 'blég /

F

talk pretentiously and usually
inaccurately or boastfully.
Politicians who blague generally
alienate their audiences.

blandishment

n

/ 'blandishmant /

L>F>E +Ecf

speech, action, or device that
flatters and tends to coax or cajole.
No blandishment can sway Gil
from his steadfast sense of

propriety.

blanquette

n

/ bla'ket /

Gmc > Prov > F

a light meat (as veal or breast of
chicken) in a white sauce.

After the play, Grandmother took
us to a French restaurant, where
we sampled a blanquette of veal

from the buffet.

blarney

n

/ 'blérne /

Ir geog name

smooth wheedling talk.

Mprs. Lewis was not impressed by
Al’s blarney as he tried to talk her
into raising his grade.

blasphemous

adj

/ 'blasfomas /

Gk>L

speaking or writing irreverence
toward God.

During the Middle Ages many
books were condemned as
blasphemous and burned.

blasphemously

adv

/ 'blasfomasle /

Gk >L >+ Ecf

in an impiously irreverent manner.
Dad blasphemously berated the
driver who suddenly cut in front of
him without warning.

blasphemy
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blatant

adj

/'blat’nt /

L

completely or crassly obvious :
brazen.

Mpr. Nall suspended Ed for blatant
disobedience during the fire drill.

blather

n

/ 'blatha(r) /

ON

voluble, foolish, or nonsensical
talk.

Matt’s announcement consisted of
10 percent information and 90
percent blather.

blatherskite

n

/ 'blatha(r)skit /

ON + ON

a blustering, talkative, and often
incompetent person.

With Jay’s luck, the biggest
blatherskite in the theater will sit
directly behind him.

blazon

n

/ 'blaz’n /

F>E

coat of arms.

The duke’s blazon was on
everything from the tableware to
the towels.

bleach

%

/ 'blech /

E

remove the color or stains from.
Eliza decided not to bleach her

stained socks for fear of ruining
their elastic.

bleary

blemish

n

/ 'blemish /

Gme>F>E

defect, flaw.

A skilled watercolorist can render
a blemish invisible.

blenny
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blepharal

adj

/ 'blefaral /

Gk

of or relating to the eyelids.
Leroy’s blepharal inflammation
was caused by allergies.

blessing

n

/ 'blesin /

E

the act or words of one who issues
approval or praise.

Nate and Irene sought the blessing
of their priest before they married.

blight

blissful

adj

/ 'blisfal /

E

marked by a state of complete or
ecstatic happiness.

The blissful bride and groom
hurried off on their honeymoon.

blithe

blitz

v

/ 'blitz /

G

rush (a passer) in football from a
position as a linebacker or
defensive back.

In a desperate bid to stop the other
team from scoring, the coach told
all three linebackers to blitz the
quarterback.

blitzkrieg

n

/ 'blitskreg /

G

war conducted with great speed and
force; specifically : a violent
surprise offensive by massed air
forces and mechanized ground
forces in close coordination.
The French forces were roundly
defeated by the Germans’
blitzkrieg.

blizzard

n

/ 'bliza(r)d /

unknown

a severe and prolonged snowstorm.
Last winter many cattle perished in
a blizzard.

blossom

blossoming

adj

/ 'bldsomin /

E + Ecf

flowering.

Between the blossoming branches
of the canopy, bits of blue sky
looked down like wonderful eyes.

blotch

n

/ 'bldch /

L?>F>E

imperfection, blemish.

The vendor referred to the ugly
blotch on the leather as “natural
discoloration.”

blouse

bloviate

blucher

n

/ 'blitka(r) /

Prussian name

a shoe having the tongue and vamp
cut in one piece and the quarters
lapped over the vamp and laced
together for closing.

The blucher was very popular with
returning servicemen after World
War 1.

bludgeon

n

/ 'blajon /

unknown

a short stick used as a weapon
usually having one thick, heavy, or
loaded end.

The shop teacher confiscated the
crude bludgeon Harlan had
fashioned from a baseball bat.

blueprint
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blunderbuss

n

/ 'blonda(r)bas /

D+L>D

an obsolete short gun or firearm
that had a large bore and was
intended for shooting at close
quarters without exact aim.

The museum exhibit featured a
blunderbuss along with other 18th-
century weapons.

bobbin
bobolink

bocaccio

n

/ bo'kd.cho /

AmSp&lt > E

a large olive to brown red-flushed
rockfish of the Pacific coast from
British Columbia to southern
California.

The bocaccio feeds on a variety of
fishes, crabs, and squids.

bocage

n

/ bo'kdzh /

F

countryside or landscape marked
by intermingled patches of
woodland and heath, small fields,
tall hedgerows, and orchards.
The charming bocage of rural
France presents a variety that
delights travelers.

bodega

n

/ bo'dage /

L>Sp

a combined wineshop and grocery
store.

Miguel’s mother sent him to the
bodega for a loaf of bread.

boiserie

n

/ 'bwézore /

Gme >F

carved wood paneling.

In Louis’s living room painted
boiserie provides a backdrop for a
melange of upholstered armchairs.
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boisterous

adj

/ 'boist(a)ras /

F>E

full of exuberant uninhibited and
often excessive spirits.

The locker room was boisterous
after the championship.

bole

n

/ "ol /

ON

the trunk of a tree.

Biff threw a knife into the old oak’s
bole.

bolero

n

/ ba'la(a)()ro /

Sp

a Spanish dance to music in three-
quarter time and characterized by
sharp turns and revolutions of the
body and stamping of the feet in
syncopated rhythm.

Miguel and Ana danced the bolero
as the rest of the partygoers
watched and clapped.

bolide

n

/'boldid /

Gk

an exploding or exploded meteor or
meteorite.

Some UFO reports turn out to
result from the appearance of a
bolide.

Bolshevik

n

/ 'bolshawvik /

Russ

a member of the Russian
Communist Party.

The Bolshevik kept repeating,
“This could never happen in a
communist country.”
bombilation

bonanza

n

/ ba'nanza /

L>Sp

something that yields an often
unexpectedly large profit.

Millie struck a bonanza with her
latest business venture.

bonhomous

adj

/ 'bédnamas /

L>F + Ecf

warmly genial.

Will told us about the bonhomous
master of ceremonies at the
banquet.

boniface

n

/ 'banafds /

name in an Irish play

the proprietor of a hotel, nightclub,
or restaurant.

The boniface of the Red Horse Inn

loves to have his picture taken with
visiting celebrities.

bonnet

n

/ 'bénat /

L>F>E

a woman’s head covering of cloth

or straw usually tied under the chin.

Marie was tying her handkerchief
over the kitten’s head for a bonnet.

bonsai

n

/ 'bonisi /

Jpn

[has near homonym: banzai] a
potted plant (as a tree) dwarfed by
special methods of culture.
Joanie spent the afternoon
instructing a class on pruning a
bonsai.

bookcase

bookkeeper

n

/ 'bukkepa(r) /

E

one who maintains accounts.

Dad has been a bookkeeper at the
plant for 14 years.

boomerang
boondoggle

Bordelaise

n

/ bord’l'az /

F geog name

a brown sauce flavored with a table
wine from the Gironde department
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of France, the capital of which is
Bordeaux.

Stuart thickened the Bordelaise
over a low flame.

bordereaux
borderline

bore

n

/'bo(o)r/

E

[Note: The definition provided is
not the one most commonly
associated with this word. In
addition, word has homonyms and
near homonym: boar, Boer, and
boor.] a tidal flood that regularly or
occasionally rushes with a roaring
noise into certain rivers.

Ships in the harbor when a bore
occurred could suffer damage from
its considerable height or force.

borealization

n

/ boreald'zashan /

Gk > L + Ecff

adaptation (as of plants) to life in
more northerly regions.

In the far North, borealization is a
primary factor in the evolution of
different plant species.

borzoi

n

/ 'bor.zoi /

Russ

a Russian wolfthound.

The borzoi resembles a large
greyhound with long wavy hair.

bosky

botanist

n

/ 'bat(*)nast /

Gk + Ecf

a professional student of plants.

A botanist identified the mysterious
plant growing behind Alysia’s
garage.
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botany

n

/ 'bét()ne /

Gk>F

the branch of biology dealing with
plant life.

Jan has no formal education in
botany, but she does seem to have a
green thumb.

botcher

botuliform

adj

/ 'béchalaform /

L + Ecf

shaped like a sausage.

Cattails have botuliform flower
heads.

boudoir

n

/ 'budwil(r) /

F

a woman’s dressing room,
bedroom, or private sitting room.
The boudoir adjacent to the master
bedroom was, to Brooke, the most
fascinating room on the tour.

bough

n

/'ban /

E

[has homonym: bow] a branch of a
tree.

Grass would grow better beneath
the tree if the lowest bough were
removed.

bouillabaisse

bouillon

n

/ 'bliyédn /

F

[Note: Alternate pronunciation has
homonym: bullion.] a broth made
by slow boiling of meat and
especially beef in water.

Benny learned how to make
bouillon in his home economics
class.

boulevard

n

/ 'bulavard /

D>F

a broad thoroughfare often having
grassplots with trees along the
center or between curbings and
sidewalks.

On a warm sunny day many
strollers can be found on the
boulevard.

boulevardier
boundary
bounteous

bountiful

adj

/ 'bauntdfal /

L>F>E + Ecf

abundant, plentiful.

The potato farmers rejoiced over
their bountiful harvest.

bouquet

n

/bo'ka/

F

the distinctive fragrance (as of a
wine or brandy) derived from the
processes of fermentation and
aging.

Jim found the bouquet of the
mystery wine much to his liking.

bouquiniste

n

/ biikenest /

D>F

a dealer in secondhand books.
The bouquiniste encouraged us to
browse as long as we wanted.

bourgeois

adj

/ 'blirzhwi /

F

of, belonging to, or characteristic of
the townsman or the social middle
class.

The senator said that he espoused
the bourgeois virtues of thriftiness,
Sforethought, and a serious attitude
toward life.
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bourgeoisie

n

/ burzhwi'ze /

F

the social and economic middle
class.

Dillon went to college to, as he put
it, “escape from the throes of the
bourgeoisie.”

boutonniere

n

/ biit'n'i(e)r /

F

a flower or bouquet worn in a
buttonhole.

The groom wore a sprig of orange
blossom as a boutonniere.

bowdlerize

\

/ 'bodlariz /

E name + Ecf

remove matter considered
indelicate or otherwise
objectionable from.

When the publisher chose to
bowdlerize the novel, the school
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