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skirmish

n

/ 'skarmish /

F>E

a minor dispute or contest between
opposing parties.

Winston hopes that his skirmish
with the neighbors over his dog
does not foreshadow a lengthy
Sfeud.

skirret

n

/ 'skirdt /

Ar?>F>E

an Asiatic herb cultivated in
Europe for its sweet edible
tuberous roots.

After foraging for an hour, Yang
happened on a skirret, the roots of
which he would boil and eat.

skittish
skoal

skookum

adj

/ 'skitkom /

Chinook

marked by excellent quality : first-
rate.

Liz felt sure that the pail of
blueberries would make a skookum

pie.

slalom

n

/ 'sldlom /

Norw

skiing in a zigzag or wavy course
between upright obstacles.

Tully did the slalom down the
moutainside.

slanderous

slantindicular

adj

/ slant’n'dikyala(r) /
E+L>F>E

somewhat oblique.

The main staircase of the new
library rises at a slantindicular
angle to the facade.

slapstick

n

/ 'slapistik /

G imit+E

comedy that depends for its effect
on fast, boisterous, and zany
physical activity and horseplay
often accompanied by broad rowdy
verbal humor.

The Three Stooges were famous for
their slapstick.

sleazily
sledgehammer

sleuth

v

/ 'sliith /

ON>E

act as a detective or investigator :
search for information or facts.
There are several game programs
that teach children how to sleuth
out facts and figures on the
Internet.

slobberhannes

sloganeer

n

/ slogani(o)r /

Gaelic

a coiner or user of brief striking
phrases in advertising or
promotion.

Without the sloganeer, most
commercials would probably be
deadly dull.

slovenly

adj

/ 'slovenle /

G or Flemish

negligent of neatness and order
especially in dress or person.
He that is born under Capricorn
shall incline to the slovenly.

sluice

n

/ 'sliis /

L>F>E

a body of water pent up behind a
floodgate.

Ellen crossed the sluice in a canoe.
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slumgullion

n

/ slom'galyan /

unknown + (L > F > E)?

a meat stew.

The sailors protested when they
were served yet another meal of
slumgullion.

smectic

smoggy

adj

/'smige /

(E + Scand?) > E

characterized by or abounding in a
fog made heavier and darker by
smoke and chemical fumes.

The smoggy atmosphere of Los
Angeles aggravated Frank’s
allergies.

smorgasbord

n

/ 'smorgas.bord /

Sw

a luncheon or supper buffet
offering a variety of foods and
dishes.

Nita’s smorgasbord included
turkey and smoked salmon.

snagrel

n

/ 'snagral /

unknown

an herb of the genus Aristolochia of
the eastern United States.

Snagrel is also called Virginia
snakeroot.

snood

n

/'sniid /

E

a net or fabric bag for confining a
woman’s hair pinned or tied on at
the back of the head.

Kathryn auditioned for a part in the
Noel Coward play wearing a tea-
length gown and snood from the
1930s.



2004 Scripps National Spelling Bee Consolidated Word List: Words Appearing Frequently

soavemente

adv

/ sodava'menta /

L>1t

with sweetness or smoothness : in a
gentle manner—used as a direction
in music.

The serenade was played
soavemente by the strings.

sociable

adj

/ 'soshobal /

L

enjoying companionship.

The dolphin is one of the most
sociable creatures known to man.

sodality

sojourner

n

/ 'sBijorna(r) /

F>E

one that stays as a temporary
resident.

Even though he had lived there for
five years, Russell knew he was
regarded as a sojourner by the
neighbors.

solace

v

/ 'sélas /

L

[has near homonym: solus]
console.

When Janie learned she had failed
her swimming exam, she decided to
solace herself by going out to a
movie.

solatium

n

/ so'lasheam /

L

something that alleviates or
compensates for suffering or loss;
especially : an additional allowance
(as for injured feelings).

The government offered a solatium
to the families of those killed in the
terrorist bombing.

solder

v

/ 'sada(r) /

L>F>E

[has homonym: sodder] unite or
make whole by means of a melted
metallic alloy.

Jennifer’s science class learned
how to solder wires so they could
experiment with electrical circuits.

soldier
solecism

solecistic

adj

/ sdla'sistik /

Gk>L

relating to, constituting, or
involving an ungrammatical
combination of words in a
sentence.

Careful writers shun as solecistic
the use of the word like as a
conjunction.

solfatara

n

/ sélfa'tdra /

L>1t

a volcanic area or vent that yields
sulfur gases and hot vapors and
represents a late stage of volcanic
activity.

Harry noticed a rotten-egg odor
coming from a solfatara on the
north side of the previously inactive
volcano.

solferino

solicitous

adj

/ sa'lisadas /

L

manifesting or expressing concern.
Dr. Turner is especially solicitous
toward his older patients.

Page 299 of 349

soliloquy

n

/ sa'lilokwe /

L

a discourse made by one in solitude
to oneself.

At the talent contest Angelo stepped
into the spotlight and recited
Hamlet’s famous soliloquy “To be
ornottobe, ..."

solipsism

n

/ 'solapisizom /

L

extreme indulgence of and concern
with the self at the expense of
social relationships especially as
expressed in a failure of artistic
communication.

Critics accused the popular actor
of solipsism.

solitaire

n

/ 'sélata(o)r /

L

a card game designed for one
person to play alone.

Shelley often relaxes by playing
solitaire after everyone else has
gone to bed.

soliterraneous

adj

/ solota'rangas /

L

of or relating to Earth and the Sun.
Scientists attribute the recent
drought to soliterraneous causes.

solivagant

adj

/ so'livogent /

L

marked by solitary wandering.
During his first semester in college,
Gerry took frequent solivagant
walks around the campus.

solleret

n

/ sdla'ret /

L>F

a flexible steel shoe forming part of
a medieval suit of armor.

The curator explained that the
cumbersome solleret had to be
removed to allow the knight to fight
on foot.



2004 Scripps National Spelling Bee Consolidated Word List: Words Appearing Frequently

solmization

solon

n

/ 'solen /

Gk name

a wise and skillful lawgiver or
statesman.

Judge Kantz is revered throughout
the county as a solon.

solstice

n

/ 'sélztds /

L>F>E

one of two points on the ecliptic at
which its distance from the celestial
equator is greatest and which is
reached by the Sun each year about
June 22nd and December 23rd.

The North Pole is tilted directly
toward the Sun at the summer
solstice.

solstitial

adj

/ sélz'tishal /

L

of or relating to the two points on
the ecliptic at which its distance
from the celestial equator is
greatest and which is reached by
the Sun each year about June 22nd
and December 23rd.

Ancient myths about the eternal
battle between light and dark are
tied to equinoctial and solstitial
moments in the year.

solvolysis

sombrero

n

/ som'bre(\)ro /

Sp

a high-crowned hat of felt or straw
with a very wide brim worn
especially in the Southwest and in
Mexico.

Maria was dressed quite
expensively, with leather boots
covering her legs and a dark
sombrero poised levelly on her
head.

somnambulant

adj

/ sém'nambyalent /

L+L

walking or addicted to walking
while asleep.

Sheila could remember nothing of
her somnambulant activities when
she was told of them the next
morning.

somniloquist
somnolence

sonorous

adj

/ 'sénaras /

L

characterized by full or loud sound
often with clear or rich tone,
marked volume, or easy audibility.
Alex’s sonorous voice made him
the clear choice to perform the
reading.

soothsaying

sophisticate

v

/ so'fistakat /

Gk>L

alter deceptively: adulterate.
Lanny feared that someone would
sophisticate the survey results.

sophistry

n

/ 'safastre /

Gk >F

reasoning that is superficially
plausible but actually fallacious.
Larry’s masterful but irresponsible
sophistry easily convinced naive
listeners.

Sophoclean

adj

/ séafo'kleon /

Gk name

of, relating to, or characteristic of
the Athenian tragic poet Sophocles
or his dramas.

Finding a new Sophoclean
fragment in the museum’s papyri
was Gunther’s claim to fame.
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sophomore

n

/ 'saf(o)mo(a)r /

Gk

a student in his second year or with
second-year standing at a college.
As a sophomore, Jason was
expected to find a one-semester
internship in his major subject.

soporific

adj

/ sapa'rifik /

L>F

causing or tending to cause sleep.
The students valiantly attempted to
fight off the soporific effects of the

lecture.

sorbet

n

/ 'sorbat /

Turkish > 1t > F

[Note: Could be confused with
sherbet.] a frozen dessert made
with a mixture of fruits.

Wylie ate sorbet between courses to
cleanse his palate.

sorcerer

n

/ 'so(r)s(a)ra(r) /

L>F

magician.

Traveling alone in the dark, the
sorcerer saw no harm in conjuring
up a lamp for his convenience.

sorcery

sorghum

n

/ 'sorgom /

L?>1t

syrup produced by evaporating the
juice from stems of certain tropical
grasses.

Rachel likes sorghum on her
oatmeal.
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sorrel

n

/'soral /

Gmc>F>E

[has homonyms: saurel, soral,
sorel] a light bright chestnut horse
often with white mane and tail.
Ken promised to take good care of
the sorrel his dad had bought for
him.

sortie

sortileger

n

/ 'so(r)d?lija(r) /

L

one that tells fortunes; especially : a
person who for payment predicts
what are claimed to be future
events or influences in the life of
another.

The sortileger predicted a radical
change in Frank’s lifestyle.

soubise

n

/ sii'bez /

F geog name

a white or brown sauce containing
onions or onion puree.

A sauceboat of soubise
accompanied the roast.

soubresaut

n

/ siibra'so /

L>F

a ballet jump from and a landing on
both feet in closed position.

Keith demonstrated his lack of
ballet prowess with an awkward
soubresaut.

soubrette
sourdough

sousaphone

n

/ 'stizafon /

Amer name + Gk > E

a large circular tuba having a
flaring adjustable bell.

The band director was looking for
someone who could play the
sousaphone.

soutane

souterrain

southpaw

n

/ 'sauth,po /

E+F>E

left-hander; specifically : a left-
handed baseball pitcher.

Some fans think Babe Ruth was the
best southpaw ever to play major
league baseball.

souvenir

n

/ stivo'ni(o)r /

L>F

something that serves as a
reminder : memento, remembrance.
Moira kept a seashell as a souvenir
of her trip to the ocean.

spacious

spacistor

n

/ 'spaisista(r) /

L

a high-frequency semiconductor
amplifying device.

The spacistor has replaced the
transistor because of its greater
ability to amplify electrical energy.

spaghetti

n

/ spo'gede /

It

a pasta made in solid strings of
small diameter but larger than
vermicelli.

The specialty of the restaurant was
spaghetti with meat sauce.

spandex

spangle

n

/ 'spangal /

Scand > E

a small object that brightly reflects
light.

The packrat ran out into the road
to pick up the glittering spangle.

spaniel
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spatiotemporal

adj

/ spashe(,)o'temp(o)ral /

L

having the quality of something
that is at once extended and
enduring.

The philosopher pointed out that
two things cannot coexist in one
spatiotemporal point.

spatterdock

spatula

n

/ 'spachala /

L

a flat thin flexible dull-edged
usually metal implement used
especially for spreading or mixing
soft substances, scooping, or
lifting.

With batter on his face and a
spatula in his fist, Casey smiled for
his mom and her camera.

species

n pl

/ 'spe(,)shez /

L

a category of biological
classification ranking immediately
below a genus or subgenus.

The housefly belongs to the genus
Musca and the species domestica.

speciesism

n

/ 'spe(:)s(h)e.zizom /

L + Ecf

prejudice or discrimination based
on species; especially :
discrimination against animals.
Some animal rights activists go so
far as to claim that swatting a fly is
an act of speciesism.

specimen

n

/ 'speseman /

L

a particular single item, part,
aspect, or incident that is typical
and indicative of the nature,
character, or quality of others in the
same class or group.

At the museum Ken and Allison saw
an excellent specimen of a moon
rock.



2004 Scripps National Spelling Bee Consolidated Word List: Words Appearing Frequently

specious

adj

/ 'speshas /

L

superficially fair, just, or correct,
but not so in reality.

Only after the candidate was
elected was the actual truth of her
specious claims exposed.

spectral

adj

/ 'spektral /

L

of, like, or relating to a
disembodied spirit, apparition, or
ghost.

Galloping toward him was a
spectral rider on horseback.

spectrum

n

/ 'spektrom /

L

a series of images formed when a
beam of light is subjected to
dispersion.

The specialty store carried a
spectrum of ties to suit any man’s
taste.

speleologist

n

/ spele'dlajast /

Gk>L>ISV

a specialist in the scientific study or
systematic exploration of caves.
Dale’s work as a speleologist takes
him to spectacular natural features
around the world.

speleothem

n

/ 'speleaithem /

Gk >L>1ISV + Gk

a cave deposit or formation.
Receding waters have left a
speleothem of carbonate on the
cavern floor.

spelunking

n

/ spd'lenkin /

E

the hobby or practice of exploring
caves.

Spelunking is a popular activity in
eastern Kentucky.

sphagnum

n

/ 'sfagnom /

Gk>L

any plant of a large genus of
atypical mosses that grow only in
very wet acid areas where their
accumulated remains become
compacted with other plant debris
to form peat.

A large patch of sphagnum grew in
the bog by the police station.

spherical

adj

/ 'sfirdkal /

Gk >L + Ecf

like a sphere : globular.

Linda suspected that the spherical
rock she found was a geode.

spheterize

v

/ 'sfedariz /

Gk

take for one’s own : appropriate.
The invading army proceeded to
spheterize the villagers’ private

property.

sphinx

n

/ 'sfig(k)s /

Gk>L

a monster in Greek mythology
having typically a lion’s body,
wings, and the head and bust of a
woman.

According to Greek legend, the
sphinx of Thebes would pose a
riddle to a passerby and then kill
that person if he or she could not
answer it.

spiedino

n

/ spea'de()no /

Gme>F > It

a dish of meat rolled around a
filling or minced and formed into
balls, then usually batter-dipped
and cooked on a skewer.

The chef grilled a spiedino of beef
on a charcoal grill.
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spinescent

adj

/ spines’nt /

L

tapering to a sharp rigid point.
The fish Homer caught had two
spinescent fins.

spinet

n

/ 'spinat /

L>1t

a compactly built upright piano of
reduced height and usually reduced
keyboard suitable for limited space.
Percival didn’t have room for a
full-size piano in his studio
apartment, so he bought a spinet.

spinnaker

n

/ 'spindka(r) /

unknown

a large triangular sail set on a long
light pole and used when running
before the wind.

The spinnaker on Diane’s boat is
cardinal red.

spiracle

n

/ 'spirakal /

L

one of the breathing pores found on
the thorax and abdomen of an
insect.

The muscular valve of a spiracle
opens only to allow the uptake of
oxygen and the escape of carbon
dioxide.

spiritual
splendent
splenectomize

splenetic

adj

/ spld'nedik /

Gk>L

marked by morose bad temper,
sullen malevolence, or spiteful,
peevish anger.

The splenetic critic gave the
musical a scathing review.

spoliation
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spondylitis

n

/ spanda'lidas /

Gk>L

inflammation of the vertebrae.
Jewel’s back pain was caused by
spondylitis.

spongicolous
sponson

spontaneity

n

/ spanta'n€ade /

L

the quality or state of being
unconstrained or impulsive.

Brian has always liked to stick to a
schedule, but lately he has shown
more spontaneity than usual.

spontaneous

adj

/ span'tangas /

L

proceeding from natural feeling or
native tendency without external
constraint.

His employee’s spontaneous
obedience made Tim’s job
pleasant.

spoonerism

n

/ 'spiinarizem /

E name

a transposition of usually initial
sounds of two or more words that
generally creates a comic effect.
Vivian was afraid that she would
utter a spoonerism in her
recitation.

sporadically

sporogenous
adj

/ spa'rdjenas /

Gk>L

producing or adapted to the
production of minute unicellular
reproductive bodies.

The botany class studied the
development of the fern’s
sporogenous tissue.

sporran

n

/ 'spéren /

ScotGael

a large pouch of skin with the hair
or fur on that is worn in front of the
kilt by Highlanders in full dress and
used as a purse.

Angus picked up a quarter and put
it in his sporran.

springerle

n

/'s(h)prinorls /

G

a thick hard cookie usually flavored
with anise and impressed with a
relief design and traditionally eaten
at Christmas in German-speaking
countries.

Klaus broke his tooth on a stale
springerle.

spur
spurious
squadron

squalid

adj

/ 'skwilad /

L

marked by filthiness and
degradation usually from neglect.
The squalid tenement building was
condemned and scheduled for
demolition.

squaliform

adj

/ 'skwala,form /

L>E

resembling a shark or dogfish in
form.

While scuba diving, Mike
encountered a group of curious
squaliform fish.

squeamish

adj

/ 'skw&mish /

AF>E

inclined to become nauseated :
queasy.

Pat is squeamish when it comes to
rides at the fair.
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squelch

v

/ 'skwelch /

imit

move with water or mud in one’s
shoes and produce a sucking or
splashing sound.

After playing in mud puddles all the
way home, Frances tried to squelch
quietly to her room without getting
caught by her mother.

squirrel

n

/ 'skwar(a)l /

Gk>L>F>E

any of various widely distributed
small to medium-sized rodents that
have a bushy tail and long strong
hind limbs.

On the trunk of the tree, a brown
squirrel was clinging and watching
the boy below.

stabilimeter
stable

staccato

adj

/ sto'’kédd(\)o /

F>1t

marked by short clear-cut playing
or singing of tones or chords.
Marcia’s piano teacher told her to
practice the etude’s staccato
passage several minutes each day.

stagnant

adj

/ 'stagnont /

L

having undergone physical changes
while standing; especially :
impaired in flavor, odor, or texture
by such changes.

Josh stood still in disbelief after
Kevin pushed him into the stagnant
water of the ditch.

stalactite

n

/ sto'lakitit /

Gk

a deposit of calcium carbonate
resembling an icicle hanging from
the roof or sides of a cavern.

1t takes hundreds of years for a
stalactite to form.
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stalagmite

n

/ sto'lagimit /

Gk

a deposit of crystalline calcium
carbonate more or less like an
inverted stalactite formed on the
floor of a cave.

A gigantic stalagmite blocked the
spelunker’s path.

stalwart

adj

/ 'stolwa(r)t /

E

brave, valiant, resolute.

The new musical comedy is based
on the story of Robin Hood and his
stalwart companions.

stamina

n

/ 'stamona /

L

strength or courage of conviction :
staying power.

The elderly senator doubted that he
had the stamina to last through
another election campaign.

stamnos

stampede

n

/ stam'ped /

Gmc > Sp

a wild headlong rush or flight of a
number of animals usually due to
fright.

The lightning strike caused a cattle
stampede.

stanchion

n

/ 'stanchen /

L>F

an upright bar, post, prop, brace, or
support.

When Oliver lost control of his car,
it swerved and hit a traffic-light
stanchion.

stanniferous

adj

/ sta'nif(o)ras /

Celt>L

containing tin.

In Spain, Italy, and the Middle East
pottery is sometimes covered with a
white stanniferous glaze as a base
for other decoration.

stannous

adj

/ 'stanas /

L

of, relating to, or containing tin—
used especially of compounds in
which this element is bivalent.

In geology class Syadi was
surprised to learn that cassiterite,
the principal ore of tin, is not
considered stannous.

stanzaical

adj

/ stan'zaikal /

L>1It

relating to or consisting of groups
of lines arranged together in a
recurring pattern of metrical
lengths and usually a sequence of
rhymes.

Kerri prefers poetry with a more
stanzaical form.

stapes

statically

adv

/ 'stad-dk(a)le /

Gk>L

in stable or unchanging terms.
Alan's problem was that he always
viewed problems statically.

stationary

adj

/ 'stashanere /

L

[has homonym: stationery] fixed in
a place, position, course, or mode.
The clerk calmly remained in a
Stationary position.
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stationery

n

/ 'stashanere /

L>F>E

[has homonym: stationary]
materials (as paper, pens, pencils,
ink, blankbooks, ledgers, and
cards) for writing or typing.
Claudia complained that just
before the beginning of every
school year the office stationery
began to disappear.

statistician

n

/ stadd'stishon /

L>G

one versed in or engaged in
compiling masses of numerical
data.

Jamie’s career as a statistician
began with following baseball
scores.

statistics

npl

/ sta'tistiks /

L

a science dealing with the
collection, analysis, interpretation,
and presentation of masses of
numerical data.

Our state has lost some of its voting
clout because of statistics reported
by the U.S. Census Bureau.

statuesque

adj

/ stacha'wesk /
L>F>E+F>Ecf

having a massive dignity or
impressiveness : majestic.

A statuesque sculpture stood in the
town square.

steadily
stearic
steatogenous
steeple

stegosaur
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steinkern

n

/ 's(h)tinkern /

G

a fossil consisting of a stony mass
that entered a hollow natural object
(as a bivalve shell) in the form of
mud or sediment, was consolidated,
and remained as a cast after
dissolution of the mold.

For show-and-tell, Rose brought in
a steinkern she had found at the
beach.

stellar

adj

/ 'stela(r) /

L

of, relating to, or derived from the
stars.

Rapid stellar rotation can modify
the structure of a star’s
atmosphere.

stenographer

n

/ std'ndgrafa(r) /

Gk + Gk

one who is employed chiefly to
take and transcribe dictation.
Sergeant Fitzpatrick called in a
stenographer to record the
suspect’s confession.

stentorophonic

steppe

n

/'step /

Russ

[has homonym: step] one of the
vast tracts in southeastern Europe
or Asia that are usually level and
without forests.

The tourists explored the steppe in
search of exotic wildlife.

stereotype

sternutation

n

/ stornya'tashon /

L

the act, fact, or noise of sneezing.
Pat’s sternutation was so frequent
and loud that his office mate asked
to be transferred to another
department.

stertorous

adj

/ 'stord-oras /

L

characterized by a harsh snoring or
gasping sound.

While asleep in his easy chair,
Uncle Max would give a start every
few minutes, briefly awakened by
his own stertorous breathing.

stethoscope

n

/ 'stetha,skop /

Gk>F

an instrument used for the detection
and study of sounds within the
body.

Heard through a stethoscope, the
rumbling of the stomach can sound
like a storm at sea.

stevedore

n

/ 'stevado(o)r /

L>Sp

one who works at or is responsible
for the loading or unloading of a
ship in port.

The stevedore returned to the ship
after dining at his favorite dockside
restaurant.

stewardess

n

/ 'st(y)tia(r)das /

E

a woman who attends to the needs
of passengers (as on an airplane,
ship, or train).

When addressed as stewardess,
Emily requested that she be called
a flight attendant.

sthenic

adj

/ 'sthenik /

Gk

marked by excessive vitality or
nervous energy.

Fido’s sthenic symptoms finally
subsided.
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stifle

v

/ 'stifal /

F>E

kill by smothering : asphyxiate.
Smoke can stifle a person in a short
period of time.

stimulus

stipend

n

/'stipend /

L

a fixed sum of money typically
modest in amount that is paid
periodically in compensation for
services.

The university gave Professor
Barrett a stipend for his lecture
series.

stirrup

stochastic

adj

/ sto'kastik /

Gk

lacking or seeming to lack a regular
plan, purpose, or pattern.

Vince programmed the computer to
create a stochastic series of
numbers.

stoically
stolkjaerre

stollen

n

/ 's(h)tolon /

G

[has homonym: stolen] a sweet
yeast bread containing fruits and
nuts, usually made in a long oval
loaf.

Henrietta found a recipe for stollen
in her German cookbook.

strabismus

n

/ stra'bizmas /

Gk>L

inability of one eye to attain
binocular vision with the other
because of imbalance of the
extrinsic eye muscles.

Corrective surgery was performed
to remedy Herman'’s strabismus.
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straiten

v

/'strat’n /

L>F>E

[has homonym: straighten] cause
to suffer or ebb by reason of
insufficient funds : reduce (as
oneself) to poverty.

With the generous university grant,
Joanne’s family would not have to
straiten itself to provide the
education she desired.

strangulate

v

/ 'strapgyailat /

L

compress the windpipe of until
death results from stoppage of
respiration.

Many nonvenomous snakes
strangulate their prey.

stratagem

n

/ 'strad-djdm /

Gk

a cleverly contrived trick or scheme
for gaining an end.

Barb was disappointed that her
mother saw through her stratagem
for staying out past curfew.

strategist

strathspey

n

/ 'strathispa /

Scot geog name

a Scottish dance similar to but
slower than the reel.

The highland fling is one example
of a dance in the manner of the
strathspey.

stratocirrus

n

/ strado'siras /

L

a low dense fairly uniform cloud
formation.

The meteorologist predicted a
heavy cover of stratocirrus for the
weekend.

strength

strephosymbolia

n

/ stre())fo.sim'bolea /

Gk

reversal or transposition of phrases,
words, or letters or of any symbols
especially in reading.

Because of his strephosymbolia,
Ryan was diagnosed as having a
learning disorder.

strepitous

adj

/ 'strepad-as /

L

characterized or accompanied by
much noise.

The playoff game was a strepitous
event.

streptomycin

n

/ strepto'mis’n /

Gk

an antibiotic organic base active
against many bacteria and used
especially in the treatment of
infections (as tuberculosis) by
gram-negative bacteria.
Streptomycin was the first drug to
prove effective against
tuberculosis.

streusel

streuselkuchen

n

/ 'striisal kiikon /

G

coffee cake that is baked with a
topping of a crumbly mixture of
butter, sugar, and flour and
sometimes nuts and spices.

Mprs. Messer, our neighbor, always
bakes her family a streuselkuchen
for the holidays.

stricture

n

/ 'strikcha(r) /

L

an abnormal narrowing of a tubular
organ : constriction.

The stricture of Lucy’s throat was
caused by an allergic reaction to a
bee sting.
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strident

adj

/ 'strid’nt /

L

marked by insistent, discordant,
harsh, shrill, or grating noise or
sound.

Mary-Ellen’s fingernails produced
a strident sound as she drew them
across the blackboard.

strigil

n

/ 'strijél /

L

an instrument usually of metal or
ivory used by the ancient Greeks
and Romans for scraping the skin
especially after athletic exercises.
Damocles appreciated receiving a
strigil personalized with his
initials.

stringent

adj

/ 'strinjont /

L

marked by rigor, strictness, or
severity.

Stringent regulations have helped
curb environmental pollution.

stroganoff

adj

/ 'stroganof /

Russ name

sliced thin and cooked in a sauce of
meat stock, sour cream, onion, and
condiments.

Erica prepared beef stroganoff for
the mayor’s visit.

strongylid

strophulus

n

/ 'stréfyalos /

Gk

a rash in infants popularly
associated with teething distress.
The pediatrician prescribed an
ointment for our baby’s strophulus.
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strudel

n

/'s(h)triid’l /

G

a sheet of paper-thin dough rolled
up with any of various fillings and
baked.

The flight attendant served the
coach passengers a light breakfast
of coffee, juice, and strudel.

strychnine

n

/ 'strikinin /

Gk

a very poisonous bitter crystalline
alkaloid obtained from various
plants.

Strychnine is a popular poison in
murder mystery novels.

stubborn

studious

adj

/ 'st(y)ideas /

L

of, relating to, or concerned with
the application of the mental
faculties to the acquisition of
knowledge.

Pam is the most studious pupil in
Mpr. Ramsey’s class.

stultiloquence

n

/ stal'tilokwan(t)s /

L+L

senseless or silly talk : babble.
Myra soon broke her vow never to
resort to stultiloquence when
communicating with her baby.

stupefy

v

/ 'st(y)tupafi/

L

blunt or deaden the faculties of
perception and understanding of.
Bright headlights will often stupefy
a deer and cause it to stand
motionless in the path of an
oncoming vehicle.

stupendous

adj

/ st(y)i'pendas /

L

of amazing size or greatness.
The construction of Khufu's
pyramid was a stupendous
accomplishment for the ancient
Egyptians.

sturgeon

stygian

adj

/ 'stij(€)an /

Gk name

characteristic of death.

A black robe, a papier-mdché
sickle, and some grayish makeup
completed Sean’s stygian
Halloween costume.

stylebook

styptic

adj

/ 'stiptik /

Gk

tending to arrest bleeding.
Kenneth had to apply a styptic
agent to his chin where he cut
himself while shaving.

suable

suasible

adj

/ 'swasabal /

L

capable of being induced into some
mental position : easily brought to
belief, certainty, or conviction.
When it comes to trying new foods,
Ming is the least suasible member
of her family.

suavity

subaltern

adj

/ so'bolta(r)n /

L

inferior in status or quality :
subordinate.

Julia is disappointed with her
subaltern role in the school play.
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subaqueous

adj

/ sob'akweas /

L

being or found under water or
beneath the surface of water.
Bartley rented a glass-bottomed
boat to get a better look at the
subaqueous fauna.

subbasement

subboreal

adj

/ sab'boreal /

L

very cold : approaching the frigid.
Hope grew up in Florida and finds
it very difficult to live in what she
calls the “subboreal climate” of
Minnesota.

subfulgent

adj

/ sab'fuljont /

L

moderately lustrous.

The silver platter in Mary’s antique
shop was battered but still had a
subfulgent gleam.

subfuscous

subjugate

v

/ 'sobje.gat /

L

bring under the yoke of power or
dominion.

The love of acquisition and
conquest are powers of destruction
when used to subjugate one person
to another.

submersible

adj

/ sab'marsabal /

L + Ecf

capable of functioning under water.
The earliest designs for
submersible vehicles date to
antiquity.
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suborn

v

/ so'bo(a)rn /

L>F

induce (as a person) by
underhanded means to do some
improper or unlawful thing.

The sting operation exposed Mr.
Underwood’s attempts to suborn
the city treasurer.

subrident

adj

/sa'brid’nt /

L

wearing or offered with a smile.
Eilene’s subrident answer belied
the furious feelings she had toward
the questioner.

subscriber

subservient

adj

/ (\)sob'sarvaont /

L

subordinate.

In ancient Rome, wives were
legally subservient.

subsidiary

adj

/ ()sab'side.ere /

L

of secondary importance or
prominence.

Marge’s role was subsidiary, but
her first-rate performance stole the
show.

subsistence

n

/ sob'sistan(t)s /

L

a mode of obtaining the necessities
of life : livelihood.

Mpr. Ellis preaches to his students
that a good education goes far to
ensure a respectable subsistence.

substitute

n

/ 'sabztaitiit /

L

a person who takes the place of or
acts for another.

When Donald fouled out of the
basketball game, the coach decided
to send in a substitute who had
been warming the bench for weeks.

subterfuge

n

/ 'sabta(r) fylyj /

L

deception by trickery or stratagem

to conceal, escape, avoid, or evade.
George’s experience in subterfuge

is mostly in cryptography.

subterranean

subtleness

n

/ 'sad’Inds /

L>F>E +Ecf

the quality or state of being delicate
or elusive.

The subtleness of the almond
custard eluded Mr. Denson.

succedent
successor

succinct

adj

/ sak'sin(k)t /

L

marked by brief and compact
expression or by lack of
unnecessary words and details.
Sandy’s succinct answers do not
satisfy those who question him.

succorance

n

/ 'saka(r)ran(t)s /

L>F>E

dependence.

Harold took measures to reduce his
succorance on nasal decongestants.
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succotash

n

/ 'sokaitash /

Algonquian

a mixture of lima beans or shell
beans and kernels of corn cooked
together.

Even though Thelma likes both
corn and lima beans, she isn’t fond
of succotash.

succulence

succulent

adj

/ 'sokyalont /

L

full of juice : juicy.

Perry wiped his mouth with his
sleeve after he bit into the succulent
peach.

succumb

v

/ so'kem /

L

yield and cease to resist or contend
before a superior strength,
overpowering appeal or desire, or
inexorable force.

Joanie found it impossible not to
succumb to her drowsiness.

succumbence

sudadero

n

/ stido'de()ro /

L>Sp

a broad piece (as of leather)
attached to a stirrup strap to protect
arider’s leg from sweat.

Before mounting his horse, the
cowboy checked to see that each
sudadero was properly attached.

suddenness

sudoriferous

adj

/ stido'rif(o)ras /

L

producing or conveying sweat.
Cycling and running are
sudoriferous forms of exercise.

suede
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uerte

n

/ 'swer()ta /

L>Sp

a skilled movement or pass in a
bullfight.

The crowd cheered as the toreador
demonstrated a dangerous suerte.

suffice

v

/ sa'fis /

L

be enough : meet or satisfy a need.
One teaspoonful of salt will suffice
for the stew.

sufficiently

adv

/ sa'fishantle /

L + Ecf

in a manner marked by quantity,
scope, power, or quality to meet
with the demands, wants, or needs
of a situation.

The number of books printed
sufficiently filled the back orders.

sufflaminate

v

/ so'flamamat /

L

obstruct, impede.

Because Tim said not having a
computer would sufflaminate his
progress, his parents relented and
bought him one.

suffocate

A%

/'sofakat /

L

die from being unable to breathe.
1t was so hot and stuffy in the
classroom that Mark thought he
would suffocate.

suffrage

n

/ 'sofrij /

L>F

the right or power to participate in
electing public officials and
adopting or rejecting legislation in
a representative form of
government.

The 19th Amendment to the
Constitution gives women suffrage.

suffrutescent

adj

/ safrii'tes’nt /

L

having a base that is somewhat
woody and does not die down each
year—used of a plant or stem.
Eunice prunes her suffrutescent
shrubs in the fall.

suffumigate

v

/ so'fylimo.gat /

L

apply smoke, vapor, or gas to from
below, as to treat (as a house or
room) with a gas for the purpose of
disinfecting or of destroying pests.
Clayton joked that his downstairs
neighbor was trying to suffumigate
him with his incessant grilling on
his dectk.

suffuse

v

/ so'fyliz /

L

spread over or through in the
manner of fluid or light.

The fixtures were intended to
suffuse the patio in warm light.

suggestible
suitable

sukiyaki

n

/ stike'(y)ake /

Jpn

meat, soybean curd, onions,
bamboo shoots, and other
vegetables cooked in soy sauce,
sake, and sugar.

Joyce watched with fascination as
the Japanese cook prepared
sukiyaki right at the table.

sulkily

adv

/ 'solkale /

E?

in a moodily silent manner.

When asked to explain why he had
been fighting, Tim looked sulkily
down at the floor.
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sultanate

n

/ 'salt’nat /

Ar>F

a state or country governed by a
sultan.

Arhat’s ancestors ruled a small
sultanate on the Arabian
Peninsula.

sultriness

n

/ 'saltrends /

E

the quality or state of being
oppressively hot and humid.
Marge’s air-conditioned car
provided welcome relief from
July’s sultriness.

summarily
summary

sumpter

n

/'sam(p)tar /

L>F>E

a saddlebag.

Grandpa’s sumpter is embossed
with his initials.

sumptuous

adj

/ 'sam(p)chowas /

L

involving large outlay or expense :
costly, lavish.

Our grandparents treated the
whole family to a sumptuous
brunch on Saturday.

sundae

superannuated

adj

/ stipa'ranyawadad /

L

rated no longer fully or passably
efficient in one’s job because of
age : incapacitated or disqualified
for active duty by advanced age.
The superannuated file clerk held
little hope of finding a job in the
near future.
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supercilious

adj

/ stipa(r)'sileas /

L

arrogantly superior : haughty,
disdainful.

The supercilious senior ignored the
first-year student.

superficies

superfluous

adj

/ sii'parflowas /

L

exceeding what is sufficient,
necessary, normal, or desirable.
Alex’s teacher told him to eliminate
superfluous words from his essay.

superintendent

n

/ stip(e)rén'tendont /

L

one who has the oversight and
charge of a place, institution,
department, organization, or
operation with the power of
direction.

Frustrated residents petitioned the
superintendent to improve the
building’s electrical service.

supernatural

adj

/ stipa(r) nach(o)ral /

L

attributable to or liable to be
attributed to the action or presence
of a ghost, spirit, or other invisible
agent.

The book was filled with tales of
supernatural occurrences.

supernumerary

n

/ siipa(r) n(y)iimarere /

L

an actor employed to play a walk-
on (as in a mob scene or spectacle).
The casting director wanted a
supernumerary to play one of the
bank’s customers.

supersonic

adj

/ stipa(r)'sdnik /

L

moving or capable of moving at
speeds from one to five times the
speed of sound in air.

Myrna says that when she grows
up, she wants to fly supersonic
aircraft.

superstitious

adj

/ siipa(r)'stishas /

L>F>E

having or based on a belief,
conception, act, or practice
resulting from ignorance,
unreasoning fear of the unknown,
or a false conception of causation.
The bridge became more than ever
an object of superstitious awe.

supination

n

/ siipa'nashon /

L

a rotation of the hand and radius
around the ulna so that the palm is
turned up.

Supination aggravated Henri’s
tennis elbow.

supine

adj

/ sa'pin /

L

lying on the back or with the face
upward.

Greg’s dog stayed supine while
getting her belly rubbed.

suppedaneum

supplicate

v

/ 'soplakat /

L

ask earnestly and humbly of.

The defendant’s only hope was to
supplicate the court for mercy.

surcease
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suretyship

n

/ 'shur(a)deship /

L>E + Ecf

the obligation of a person to answer
for the debt, default, or failure in
duty of another.

When Sally’s father co-signed her
first automobile loan, he accepted
the suretyship that it represented.

surfactant

n

/ sor'faktont /

L

a substance useful for its cleansing,
wetting, dispersing, or similar
powers.

The surfactant in a detergent
lowers the water’s surface tension,
enabling faster wetting of the fabric
being washed.

surfeit

n

/ 'sorfat /

L>F>E

an overabundant supply, yield, or
amount of something : excess.
The reviewer commented that the
novel was burdened with a surfeit
of details.

surgeon

surly

adj

/ 'sorle /

E

ill-natured, abrupt, and rude :
churlishly cross.

Marie complained to the manager
about the surly, uncooperative
clerk.

surplus

surrealism

n

/ so'realizom /

F

the principles, ideals, or practice of
producing fantastic or incongruous
imagery in art or literature by
means of unnatural juxtapositions
and combinations.

David Lynch is a modern master of
cinematic surrealism.
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surreptitious

adj

/ sorap'tishas /

L

done, made, or acquired in secret or
by stealth.

Denise was embarrassed when her
surreptitious note to Steve was
intercepted by the teacher.

surrey

surrogate

n

/ 'sora.gat /

L

something that replaces or
substitutes for another.

In formulating new laws, the
legislature acts as a surrogate for
the entire population.

surtout

n

/ sor'tii /

L>F+L>F

a man’s fitted coat or overcoat;
especially : frock coat.

Gerald rented a surtout to complete
his Abraham Lincoln costume for
the party.

surveillance

n

/ sa(r)'valon(t)s /

L>F

close watch kept over one or more
persons (as to detect movements or
activities).

The suspects in the bombing
investigation were kept under
police surveillance.

surviving

adj

/ sa(r)'vivin /

L>F

remaining alive or in existence.
Uncle Leonard is the oldest
surviving graduate of Milburn
College.

susceptible

adj

/ sa'septabal /

L

easily influenced or affected
through some trait.

People who smoke are very
susceptible to chronic bronchitis
and emphysema.

suspicion

n

/ so'spishon /

L

mistrust, doubt.

President Kennedy called for
cooperation with our adversaries to
“push back the jungle of
suspicion” and allow the
preservation of peace.

suspirious
sustain

sustenance

n

/ 'sastonan(t)s /

L>F

something that gives support,
endurance, or strength.

Tyrone drew sustenance from the
letters his girlfriend wrote him
while he was overseas.

susurrant

susurration

n

/ siiso'rashen /

L

a whispering sound : murmur.

A mild susurration could be heard
in the study hall despite the
teacher’s “no talking” mandate.

suture

\

/ 'sticha(r) /

L&F

unite the parts of by using a strand
or fiber.

The doctor estimated that it would
take about 45 minutes to suture the
gash in Tim’s leg.

Page 311 of 349

: Words Appearing Frequently

suzerain

n

/ 'stizaran /

F

a superior lord to whom allegiance
is due : a feudal lord.

The suzerain gave the vassal the
use of his land and agreed to
protect him when necessary.

suzerainty

Svengali

n

/ sfen'gile /

Brit literary name

one who attempts usually with evil
intentions to persuade or force
another to do his bidding.

Many fans thought that the rock
star’s wife was a Svengali who
engineered the group’s breakup.

swallow

sweltering

adj

/ 'sweltorin /

E

oppressively hot : causing or
marked by excessive sweating or
faintness.

Despite the sweltering heat,
thousands of people lined the
streets to watch the Fourth of July
parade.

swill

swindleable

adj

/ 'swind(®)labal /

G + Ecf

capable of being deprived of
money or property by fraud or
deceit.

The circus owner maintained that
the majority of people are gullible
and swindleable.

swineherd

n

/'swinhard /

E

a person who looks after hogs.

lan loathed his job as a swineherd.
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swivel

v

/'swival /

E

turn or pivot freely.

Frank chose an office chair that
could swivel and tilt.

sybaritic

adj

/ siba'ridik /

Gk geog name

marked by or given to luxury or
voluptuous living.

The duke’s sybaritic bathroom had
marble sinks with gold fixtures,
floor-to-ceiling mirrors, and a
whirlpool bath.

sybaritically

adv

/ siba'ridak(a)le /

Gk>L>E

in a luxurious or voluptuous
manner.

Dana reclined sybaritically on the
velvet sofa.

sycamine

sychnocarpous

adj

/ sikna'kérpas /
Gk+Gk>L>E

able to produce fruit repeatedly.
The apple and pear are
sychnocarpous trees.

sycophant
syllable

syllabus

n

/ 'silabas /

Gk>L

a compendium or summary outline
of a discourse, course of study, or
examination requirements.

Afte